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 Joln Ear of Exeter, Ba: 
. ron of Burleigh, and: one. 
_ of His Maiclties Lord- 
- Lientenants for theCoun- 
TJ _.. ty of Northampton, &c.' 
| © Healthhere, and Happt- 


; neſs herea frer. 


- Right Hotiourable, 


| | = h Twas never / happy 46 + 
i e known b ow y"__ 
G much. as Fs 5 yet the- 


ame of 0k extraordinary: 
Py wh Forth and Honour. hath em- 


«bh boldyed me. 10 747 into 4 vrlgar &rror. 
| ' i MV F006 


mY The Epiſtle 7 


| For ſeeing almoſt every day Perſons of 
mean condition (when bleſſed with Twins ) 
alm at the greateſt Goafathers, or ſuch at 
leaſt as may be able to defend them, from 
theinjuries intident to their Tnfant- eſtate 5 
7 do humbly entreat, that your Lordſhip 
would be pleaſed to ſtand far one of mine, 4 
poor defornd fbortive of the Mind. 
21 - wh 1 durſt not have 4ttemepted [0 
oble 4 Perſonage, had not your Fidnou- 
rable Brother, and my very good Lord the 
£url of Weſtmoreland; daigurd' to per- 
form the like Office fot the other. His 
Zoriiſhip's ſeemeth to be the ular, beteeſe 
a Footman :, However, if your Zoraſhip 
ane wot the ay of [all things, 'this 
other in 4 ſbort tame may be fit far greater 
employment. T have given it the Name 
of Univerſal Medireine;- «»d bopo,dhrough 
Heaven's aſſiſtance, that it will anſwer it, 
the moſt of the Receipts nar po: meg 
with a Probatum eft, from the Spirit- of 
Truth. | Accept of .it therefore , Npore. 
Sir, awd eu 4s tn ordinaryCoraial Men - 
cerporeal Phyfick hath wot #5 Aue opeturt- 
08:: i aare not fay that it will make #per- 
fed# Care, yet ao moſt aſſurraly hopes that" 
it may bea meansiofwecten the + 4” 
Op © / 


| Dedicatory. 

. of temporal affiictions, and augment the 
| Graces which will undoubtedly end inGlory. 
Hhich ſhall ever be the Prayer for your 

Lordſhip, of 


My Lord, 
Fittring, Your Lordihips 
July 28. 
1677. moſt obedient Servant, 


Geo. Leſly. 


The 
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"The Firſt Sermon. 


% 
4 X a ts " 


James _ 1Þ 


* any among you flited ? 
Let him pray. 


FW FF ZHough the Theatre of the wi be 
g great, and every Man an Adtor, 
y yet have they all but two Parts, 
; N viz. Proſperity and pie ty , 
& which, if well managed, will gain 
etemal Plaudit with glorious Bays 3 'other- 
2 a contemptible Stigma of the ſame durati- 
The ſcrious thoughts of this made holy 

beg, neither poverty nor. riches , but a Prov. 30. "* 

n, food convenient * And bleſſed St. James, | 
| B nows= 


KY 


The Univerſal Medicine. 
knowing that both in the one and other, Mcn 
are apt to'fall into extreams,- (ets down. the 
words of my Text for a Pilot to keep them in 
a ſteady courſe, left they ſhould ſplit on this, 
or fink under that, : 


Medio tatiſſimus ibis. 


The Author is St. 7ames then, the Son of 
Alpheus, and. Mary of Cleophas, and Brother of 
Chriſt, His ſcope and manner. of writing in 
this whole Epiſtle is hortatory , and aiming 
( chiefly ) at the correCtion of Manners 3 which 
( if you trace him with me ) doth evidvntly ap- 
| pear 3 for immediately after his ſhort Preface 
( which takes up only the firſt Verſe ) he be- 
gins the Exhortations. - 

Firſt, Wiſhing to have a right judgement of 
Temprations, whether inward or outward, from 
the 2d to the 19th of the firſt Chapter. 

Secondly, To be ready to hear, receive, and 
do the Word, from the 19th Verſe to the end 
of. the Chapter. | E=2 

Thirdly, To avoid reſpe&t of perſons, for 
worldly differences of eſtateand condition, from 
the 1ft of the 2d Chapter, to Verſe 14. 

Fourthly, To joyn Works to Faith, without 
which it is dead, from thence to the end. 

' Fifthly, To ſhun abuſes of the Tongue.Chap. 
3. from the 1ft Verſe to the 18th. * 

Sixthly, To reform their Lufts, by Cabmnt- 
tivg to God and rcfiſting the Devil, Chap. 4th 
.to the 14th. Is 4 

Ge 
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 Seventhly,. To depend on ,God's Providence 
for their Lives. and , Actions; fram the 14th 
Verle to the and\of the Chapters , ti / Pney 7 
Eighthly, To uſe Riches aright;Chap. 5, to 
Verſe 12. $f ob 
Ninthly, To avoid raſh Swearing, Verſe 12. 
Laſtly, and ſo to my Text, He ( as .it were 
his z/timus conatas .) gathers all his Forces toge- ' 
ther, ingeminating his requeſts, for improye- 
ment of their own and others prayers and prai- 
(cs, as the proſperous or adverſe Fortunes gave 

occalion. 2 


Ts any among you afflicted '?: &c. 

Thus have [you feen the Apoile's Method 
Now muſt we enquire into his Meaning, by ex- 
plication of the words after this manner : 
 Karewravd Tis bv yuir; ger oft aliquts mer 
vos ? ſaith Bezas - Si quis ex vobis fuerit in affdi- 
one, a5 Fuentes, and others. : Is any among you af= 
fied 2 ſaith our Tranſlation, Ts any f &e. 
What a Queſtion is here ? Doth.St. James doubt, 
whether the converted Fews that were diſperled 
abroad, wete afflicted yea or-no? No,; he doth 


net 3 but he queſtions, whether they had learn- - 


ed the right way either to bear, ſuffer, or to be 
freed from them. And therefoxe-take'the words 
by way of Inference, thus ; I know your pro- 
fellion gives you ni0 exemption from the Crols 3 
but ſeeing it doth and muſt attend you let your 
refuge be Prayer. 
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. The Univerſal Medicme. 

- Afflited : The original Verb is Kavora98, and 
kgniticth theibearing or cnduring/ any injuries 
whatever ; ſo that Jt'may beſaiÞ to be any 


tronble, grief; or'evil, thathappenech to.Soul, 


Body, Name or Ellate, and that either for: try 
al or punilhment, '' The Apoſtle's' words then 
may run thus: Trouble, . grief, and other mju- 
ries attend every good Man, which when they 
come to your ſhare, Pray, + 

Let bim pray,Tips#vyk&w : This cometh from 
TTeogsy y 0uars Which {igniheth as much as Bonoram 
petitio, the asking of good things, preces fundereg 
vota facere, accedere ad Deum. atq, ab illo optare, 
ſex precari, Faith Piſcator. From hence omitting 
other definitions , we ſay, That Prayer is a 
(ſpeech, whereby we ask of: God good things, 
whether corporal, ſpiritual 'or eternal, Now if 
we joyn this -with what is faid before, you will 
'not offly find the (ſence good, but the Exhorta- 
tion ſeaſonables Seeing ye are not freed from 
trouble, but have: miſery written on your fore- 
heads, and" ſecing -God hath things corporal, 
Fpiritual and eternal in his power, pray to him 
for deliverance. Having thus cleared our way, 
Jet us go.on ini our Jonrney, the following Pro- 
politions being our guide, ' And farft, 181 


© '.. That the eſtate of God's Church in this Life is 


-ſubjelt to affliFion.. © 


« +: Secondly, That Prayer is the only means of its 


- 


deliverance . <-> - 


— 


For 


© The Univerſal Medicine. 
; For claaring of. the firſt ( beſide my Text ) 
if we view-her both in ſpirituals and temporals, 
the truth is apparent. . What greater affliction 
than to. be killed,and killed by a Brother ? Thus Gen.4.8. 
was,Abel;, to be ſcomed ? Thus was Iſaacs tg Gen. 21.9. 
be hated ? Thus was Facob 3! tobe perſecuted'? Gen.27.4. 
Thus was David 3 to be deſpiſed? Thus was pgl.z.z. 
Mordecai ;, to be condemned to a fiery furnace ? ggh, 3-56. 
. Thus were the three Cliſdren 3-to a, Lion's den ? p,, 221 
Thus was Danzel'; to be beheaded? Thus was Dan.6.16. 
John Baptiſt , to be betrayed, ſcourged and cruci- war.14.10. 
hed ? Thus. was the Churches Head, and the Mar.27.26. 
World's Saviour ;. to ,be floned, fawn afunden, 
tempted, ſlain with the ſword, being deſtitute, . .-_ 
afflicted, tormented ? Thus were they of whom Heb.11.35. 
the Woxld was not worthy. | Bat , what need/1 
date the' Church from fo carly an. Epecha 3 may 
nat the Blood of Martyrs theſe ſixteen hundred-: --+: -* - 
years, the confuſions in, and. overturnings.oh,. 
both Church and State, within. theſe forty, wits ->.*: :--: ! 
neſs this ſad truth,, That the Church. and Chilx 
dren. of. .God are not freed from temporal calss — _ 
mities ? We will now ſee whether their ſpirituy *'T © 


al condition be; more. ſecure, or whether hat ©'* WM 


admits of any change. O yes !. There -is'no- 

thing bat ſuch, till, Heaven immortalize her,and 

turn her to 2 bleſſed immutability. -.. What an 

ever to be deglored change was that in, Adans 7 

From innocency to corruption, .from God to 

the Devil, and from Heaven to Hell. Mult this -: > 5-3 
be his reli for. ever ? No, (all praiſe to the Al» 

mighty ) he muſt change again, as before from 

the better to the worle, ſo now from that to the 

LE better 3 
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better 3 he by grace chavgeth 6 an eſtate of 

grace : And” yet notwithſtanding, Man in this 
condition, fruſt have his fluxes and refluxes, in- 

terlunes, newes, fulls, and decreaſes, as may ap- 
pear by this indoQion. Abrabam the Father of 

the faithful, who bclieved in things .contrary to 

\. Nature, and obeyed in things contrary to hama- 

nity, witneſs the hopes and | Ki of his Son 
: Tſaae ; yet \ſticks' at hi®>o g '1nto Fpypt, for 
| fear of that life from ns Goa had Fa , there 
ſhoald proceed multitude like the Stars. "Facob 

- though he had parted with'a _ for a bleſ> 
fing, yet the'light of his Brother, 'or rather ti- 
Gen-32-7. dings of his- corrting, puts him out of Joynt. 
Beloved Tfrael, though he came out of E 
fraught with þbil, yet. one fight 'of pur ang 
Pharaoh riade him nntoad both franght an 
Ex0.14-L1-Gaith 3 | Becavuſe there were no graves in PET rypt, haſt 
thin taken us ottt to die in the wilderhefl. Davill 
Pſal.118-6: ſortictimes firong as a Rock, T will not fear what 
mn can Ho 'reiito me s, yerat other times ſo caſt 
ESTs 
Ki of a ou c 

: ng ths es $i 'f6r God,” et 2ſe%a wenttor - 
ey Peter's denial is enough; who out''ot 
ficſhly cofrage cviild cut A Nel S car, 'yet 
before tis weed receive a threat or* & denieth his 

Maſter. And*thus'you ſe the Pillats are a 

4ble. Now''take the Churches -own word 3'. 

Cant.543- ſeep, bat my heart raketh = She that was but Nl 
now in her Saviout's ſolacions atrns, giving and 
receiving thutaal Eulogies worthy of her WE, 
hath now folded her hands, laying her head - 
rene 


: Lord, evermaxe .give us this 


: doudy > \1n...his. Chriſtian cou 
wanted. the;xeturn of his prayers, nor feared:de- 


the pillow of: ey, , I ep, But hold ;. | 
need not go fo far for Witelſes to atteſt his z 

every one of us may look at home, where we 

ſhall find evidence enough., As for temporal 
troubles, who are free ? The Kin hath his, and Hores onus. 


the Beggar his. And as for ſpiritual, who | 
ſay gk made his heart cleah ? he is free fo 


fin, and that's the cauſe of affliion Who can 
May upon good grounds, that hys Soul had neyer 


a retrograde motion ? that ;the fire of divine, . - - , 
Love kept always an equal flame. j in ;his brat? | 


Surely none, .. But alas ! We can all Gy: if 1 


will, Sometimes our Souls run,to, God like. 


Chariots of .Aminadab,.and ano they are ink 


like NebePs., Sometimes our: 410 are ts 
the Pens;of ready writers, . and pre 


; FE 


 falter in our mouths: When, we a $6 rd | 


the: bleſſed Sacrament, have we 1 


And/immediately. axe not the Waters; of, 4 ns 
and Damaſeus,g5;go9d as that r of. For 


i oo puts; 


had rather be, &qor-keepers theres13þ arti 


tent»-of Kedgr 2 But gven thc Gt = change 
. ? Tis good fdr ns, 40-be bere, Io. we. not. yo W.40 
| become. , new. Creatures: .? 


þ. is,.nor 5 ſonger 
done than, ypdone» In bing, loleſs I; 
the .old. Man-that,had never. a: Hay "hair, por 


aking head, Fngng heart, or! 6mpty 


that. never found the way pie wor the jo 2. 
e 3, that never 


ie, nor yet the. Urim and Thummim of aſ- 
B - ſurance 


—_ . 


—_—— 
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- ſurarce in His breaſt ; Unleſs, I ſay, I can ſte 
* the Man that can without tribulation enter into 
- the Kingdom of Heaven, I muſt hold this Truth | 
-4-1:1 ; for granted, Thar” the eſtate of God's Church in 
" this life is ſubjett to afflifiion : Which comes to | 
ng not” contingently, but for” good Reaſons. 


'2- Firſt, That the Pity, Power] Providence-and 
**Truth of the Almighty may be "made manifeft, 

Jer-30- 11+ ftv keeping of his Promiſes, For I am with thee, | 
_ faith the Lord; 'to ſave thee 5 though I make a fall 
"4 of: all Nations, whither Thave ſcattered thee, 
- yet I will not make 'a full end of thee, but F will 
"corret? thee in meaſure, 'and will not leave thee a]- 

Plal.103.9, together, unpuntſhed + He will not always chide.. 

: ** © Secondly; * The* Church is aMicted:, becauſe 
*flic ſhould not forget her (df, which ſhe would 
<Foon do if there' were a perfe& immunity from 
ht Croſs, which made the Prodigal a dutiful 
"Son, and Dapid x keeper of Gods'Law, While 
"Suldicrs- keep Garriſon in*pezceable times, 
"they Took" tHidre'on' the pleaſktlt -Nituation, thin 
*fbtrificationi *6f the Place- :* Though "one © hot 


” 


© Stege makes them Jook: more to rivuniment thin 
"ornament, moxets the ftrehgthn - dot their in- 
* ward Forts; than painting of their'Frontiſpiece 3 
- even {o proſperity or adverſity takes the'Chiireh 
Tecure or vigilant? '- This was verified ih "the 
Hote.s, Jeriſh Church's She knew notthat T gave ter 
'; :<** corn, and wine, and oyl, arid nmuttiplied” her foltr 
and ber g0!d,- which they bad prepared for Bd : 
"That is, While ſhe ſwimmed all earthly We- 
Bcacics, ſhe had not the grace to confider, + =_ 
| fk - .i& | 
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-God was the beſtower, and that ſhe had from 


'him that very ſilver and gold which ſhe beſtow- 
ed upon her Idols. ' See what followeth, which 


is to this effe&t 3 Becauſe ſhe doth not acknowledge V{-9+ 10» +! 


this, I will call in my former favours, and with- ns 


draw my hand from giving more, that ſhe may learn 
by adverſity, to prize what ſhe ſlighted in-proſperity, 
'and IT will call her to an account for her Idolatrous 
Feſtivities, IT will remember the days of Baalim, 
therefore I will allure her, and bring her into the 


-wildernefl, &c. That'is, I will ſolicit her firſt», - | 


with wholeſom counſel, then bring'her into cap- 


tivity, or affliction, and even 'inthe midſt of 
- this, ſpeak comfortably to, and ſuſtain her 3 and 


'when upon her repentance I have reſtored her 
to her tormer habitation, with all its appurte- 
mances, the ſhall ſing as before, and ſhall-call me 


. Ihiry Husband, and not as befots;: Baali my 


Lord. When Ephraim hath feen' both fates, 


their own emptineſs, and' God's'goodneſs, they 


12,13» 


then.cry out, What have we to do any more with Hoſ.14.8. 


Tdals:2.) | 


> Thirdly, God afflicts his Church to cure her 14-28-18- 


1gnorance. . Your covenant with death ſhall be 
diſanulled, and your covenant with hell ſhall 
-not:ftand3 when the overflowing : ſcourge ſhall 
paſs through, - then ſhall ye be troden down by 


26; from the time''that it goeth. forth, it ſhall 
take you, for morning'by morning itſhall paſs 


over,” by day -and by night , and'it ſhall be a 
vexation. But hear to what end; only to un- 
derftand the report, . that is, to-make them be- 
lieve the truth of God's Word, Doth not the 


10 The Univerſal-Medicine. 
Scripture tell, That Whoremongers and Adul- 
terers God will judge ? The Drunkard ,: the 
Swearer, | the Thief, the Liar, and all other pro- 

 phane perſons, ſhall not be held'guiltleſs ; yet 
*tis all but beating the air, for who is afraid of 
any ſuch thing ? But when-God doth ſend re- 
markable judgments upon obſtinate ſinners, they 
lay them to. heart, When Corah, Dathan and 
Abiram, were (wallowed up for their rebellion, 
tis ſaid, The people feared. 

1 Pct.1.7,7 F ourthly, Gad afflicts his Church for the try- 
al: of her faith. Je are in beavinefi throwgh mani- 
Fold temptations : Why ? That the tryal of your 
faith, | being much more preciaus than gold Wes. pe- 
riſheth, Fi it be tryed with fire, might be ow 
aunto praiſe and honowr and glory, .at the comin 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, To believe in jor 
Eden, is not” ſo much as in Aceldama. Double 

oilt Silver. may paſs for Goldi\from the eye, ibuit 
& hammer.or- water! of {eparation will daſco- 
>. + ver what: it is:.. $a Faith may paſs for currant, 
while Heaven ſmileth, that is not ſo 3 batiif-ic 
-. once-put on blacks, it vanillkcth / in, diftidence 3 
it may look at Mount -Moriab, tbut never huldan 
Altar, nor offeran {ſac 7 | 
' But Fourthly; .To.be brick, God afMicteth: his 
Qhurch toxhake her hunble;;. patient andhdly. 
[All which ought to putius in mind, that we axe 
neither todeſpiſe, nor deſpair at afMiction, We 
gmult not deſpiſe them, but on the contrary, 
Micah 6.9. hearken both to:them, and him:who 
hath appointed them 3 for .eyery xod hath 'a 
tongue. Is it Sword'? Hearken to it, Doth.it 
not , 


not warn to repentance? Ele at laſt men are 


ration, that fearful ſentence, Depart from me, I 


ſaith he, for the Lord hath bidden him fteak : So "1+ 


-ler us fay, Lord, - we acknowledge thy Judgments 
zo:be juſt, for we have deſerved them, and many 


eſpedt 


then deſpair for that we are not ſure will laſt a 
day, an hour,”or a minute, 
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counted enemies, and flain for ever. Is it Pe- 
ftilence ? Doth it not teach us to beware of the 

plague of a hard heart, and reprobate ſenſe? Ts 

it Famine ? Doth-it not wiſh. us to takeheed of 
that that \is neither of bread, nor thirſt of wa- q 
tcr, but of hearing the Word of the Lord ? Is it 995 8-11  } 
Fire ? Cryecthiit not, beware of eternal flames ? 3 
Or if the affliction be ſpiritual,' and God leave 
us to our ſtlves, withdrawing the Joys of his 
Salvation from us, let us beware of eternal ſepa- 


know you not, And as we muſt hearken to them, 
ſo to him that appointed them. This was Da- 3 
vid's way, and it muſt be ours: Let him curſe, 2 San. 16 © 


£1125 
' But again, As we are not to deſpiſe the rod. 
ſo we are not to deſpair when we lye under it. 
Becauſe jRb..0* : 

»Firft, They are Short ; and that ina fourfold 


Firſt, In reſpect of the term of our life; and 
what is that? .Even a vapour : Why ſhould we 


".. Secondly, They are ſhort, if we conſider how 
ſoon God can-deliver, and hath delivered ſuch 
as have bcen afflicted, The Woman that had y,,,,.22, 
the Iſſue of Blood twelve years, 'was cured in 
an inſtant by touching Chriſt's garment 3 ll 
tne 
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-the Man that -had been lame eight and thirty, 
- had: as ſpeedy a releaſe. | 

Thirdly, They are ſbort, if we conſider the 

- punilkment of the wicked, -which will be for 
ever: 1/a.66, and. the laſt Verſe:3: And they hall 
.. go forth, and: look, pon the Carkaſſes of the men 
that have. rebelled agamnſt me, for their worm dzeth 

< not, ; neither ſhall their fire be quenched, | &cc. 

--» Fourthly; :They-areſhort, in _reſpe& of Hea- 
'vens Joy: Iha latle wrath TI bid my face 'from 
thee in a moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs will T 
: have mercy- on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer. 
Deſpair not then; they are ſhort. 

Secondly, As they are ſhort, ſo they are inevi- 
tablc. Whatſoever God: hath ſaid, - maſt come 
to paſs : But he' hath faid; Through many tribu- 
lations we muſt enter into the Kingdom of Heaven , 
therefore it-- muſt be fo. Muſt we then be afraid 
of that we cannot (ſhun ? ſeeing he that would 
live godly: By Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer perſeguti- 


Ifh.;4.3. 


Thirdly, We are not to Jeſpair, becauſe »vee 
axe but Partners with Chritt.- Hear his. wn 
Joh. 15-18. words If the World hate you, ye know it hated 
"me before it hated-you. And''the Apolile Peter 3 
12. beloved, Thinkit not ſtrange concerning the fiery try- 
.al, which 1 to try. you.as though ſome (trange thing 
happened to you 5 but rejoyce, rin as much as, ye: ave 
Þartakers of - Chrift's ſufferings, that when bis glory 

ſhall appear; ye may be glad with exceeding joys 
Fourthly, - There is no reaſon! to deſpair, he- 
cauſe the atflistions of the godly are teltimonies 
of their Father” s Love, and their own Sonthip.: 
For 
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For whom the Lord tovetb he-chaſtentth, and ſcourg- Heb. 126. 


eth every ſon whom be recciveth. 


But. how ſhall we know, Whether the efflitions Queſt, 


we ſuffer be fatherly corrections, or farerunners of 
gon Fudgements ? 


This you may know, by conſidering their dis Anſw. 


Ringuiſhing marks, As 

Firft, Afiction proceeding from love, be- 
ginneth betimes : 2 Tim. 4. 17. Judgement be- 
gins at the Houſe of God, &c, whilcas thoſe that 
muſt receive the ſeverer laſh, are ſuffered to 
reign in their impiety, till the cup of their wick= 
ednes be full. 

Secondly, It is gentle : Pſal. 118. 18. The 
Lord bath chaftned me, but he hath not given me 
over unto death, But the other are moſt ſevere : 
Pſal.75.8. In the band of the Lord there is a Cup, 
and the Vines red, it is full of mixture, and be 
poureth out of the Janne; but the dregs thereof all 
the wicked of the eereh Jhal wring them out, and 
drink them, 

Thirdly, It hath : a ſpeedy and: happy end : 
Iſa. 54. 7. ' For a ſmall moment have 1 forſaken 
thee, but with great mercies will T gather thee 3 
while that of the wicked hath the addition of 
eternity : Pſal.92.8. When the wicked ſpring as 
the graſs, and when all the workers of iniquity do 
flouriſh, it is that they may be deſtroyed for ever. _ 

Fourthly., The Children of God bear their 
afflictions patiently : The Lord gave ,, and the 
Lord hath taken away, faith Jobs o 4nd though 
be kill me, yet will Ltruſt in bim. | But.the wick- 


Ob 
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X 4.4.2 -Ob but mine are ygeat !- Tam afraid I (ball fink, 
ender them. If it # fo, take theſe Directions, 
| Firſt, -Look nofltogether. at your ſelves, 
your own weakneſs,- and. weight of the Croſs 
that lyeth upon you 3 but when. in your own ap- 
prehenfions you axe'lowelthave recourſe to God, 
think of his goodneſs, how ready he js to help 
in fime of need”: Take Darrd for your pretident 3 

'4 What time I am afraid, T will truſt in thee. 
Secondly, - Call to mind his Promiſes for a(- 
ſiſtance and deliverance : For afhſtance :fte that 
matchlefs one, Iſa.53.1. But thus ſaith the Lord, 
that created thee O Facob, and be that- formed 
thee O Iſrael, Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, 


for 1 bave called thee by my Name, and thow art 
mine; when thou paſſeſt through the waters, Cc. 
Which words, if they be taken in a literal fenſe, 
were they not fulfilled at the Red Sea gnd: For- 


dan, to the Children of Iſrael, and to Shadrach, 
Meſhach and Abednego, who were in the hery 
furnace, and yet had not their cloaths fſindged ? 
And if you take them in a ſpiritual ſenſe, hear 
what the great Apofile ſaith, 1 Cor.10.13. There 
bath no temptation taken you, but ſuch as is coms- 
mon to mau ; but God is faithful, who will not 
ſuffer you to be tempted above what ye are able, but 
will with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, 
that ye may be able to bear it. <3} "v0 
Thirdly, Look on and remember Exfplcs 

. of former. Ages. Never any were overthrown, 
that ſought. to him for deliverance. For this . 
read Heb.11. and it will infornv you. 


Now 
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Now ſay ſomethi , may bly. ſav. Objedt, - © 
Thoſe vEend cy 4 afffiance ender; Pl 45 m 
rance from afflicizon, -nmſt ſeek, but how ? | | 
My Text an{wereth, Is any afflified ? let him Anſy, 
prays. From whence we gather, | —_ 
- 'Ehat the chief Medicine for affli ons of all 
ſorts 1s Prayer. This hath annexed to. it a Pro- 
batum et from Heaven, being preſcribed by the 
great Phyſitian of Souls only, not here in my 
Text alone, but alſo Pſal, 50. 13, Call upon me I 
in the day of trouble, &c. And it hath fo 41.1.4. 
well, and proved ſo cffecual, that all the Saints iM 
in ſacred Scriptures have made uſe of it, - This "i 
Iſaac took for his Wife her barrenneſs : 4nd Gen.25.21. 
Iſaac entreated the Lord for by Wife, becauſe ſhe | 
ws barren, and the Lord was emreated of him, 
and Rebecca bis Wife conceived, This was Fa- 
cob's weapon, when he expected riothing leſs 
than a- revengefal meeting with: his Brother 
Eſau : There *tis ſaid, He prayed to the Lord, to 
deliver him from the hand of Eſan his Brother. Thus I 
did Moſes at the Red Sea : And when Iſrael e0 14-15 bp. 
conquered Amaleck This was Jampſon's ſhift Exod.19.. 
for Drink, after that miraculous Battle with the 11212 =: 
Philiſtines, Judg. 15, 18, 19. And be was ſore 
8#thirft, and catied on the Lord, and ſaid, Thou 
baſt given this great deliverance into the band of 
thy-ſervant, and now I die for thirſt, and fall into 
the bands of the uncircumciſed : But God clave 
the bollow placzaf, the Faw, and there| came water 
out of it, Was" nibt:; this' duty David's conftant 
practice? As few of the Saints had more croſſes, 
{o none oftner at the Throne of Grace _ 
Im- 


Gen.32.1r | 


6 
himſel, This the three Children experienced 


Nat.26. 39. 
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in the fiery Furnacez Daniel in the Lion's Den; 
Fonah in the Whale's Belly 3 and eſis himlelt,. 
whoſe intirmities were finlefs, uſed this Anti- 
dotc againſt his anguiſh : Aud be went a little 
further, ard fell on bis face, and prayed, ſay- 
nz, Father, If it be poſſible, l.t this Cup paſs. 
from me, &c; All which clear the Truth for- 
merly afferted, That Prayer is the chief Medicine 
in afflition, 1 - 
. But here ſome may obj*@, and ſuy, T am afflicted, 
tis true, and God knoweth my wants and neceſi- 
es well enough : Then what need I pray ? ; 
To'this unſeaſonable Objection, take this An- 
ſwer : Oratores non Narratores ſumus, We pray 
not to acquaint God, as being ignorant of what 
we want, but to facilitate his mercies, and te- 
ſtihe our obedience to him, who requires 1t as a 


- Uuty, ſeeing it hath pleaſed him in his unſearch- 


able Wiſdom, to appoint Prayer as a mean, for 
obtaining all bleſſings neceſſary at his hands. 
And ſurely he would be counted fooliſh indeed, 
that would fay, Such a man knoweth what T 


' fland in need of, and therefore T bope he will give it 


Objcd.2 ; 


Anſw. 


me without asking. - | F 

0 but Throw be bath determined bow it ſhall be, 
and therefure let. me pray never ſo much, it is im- 
peſible for me either to open or ſtop the current of 
Me act 7 oor 17, 5 4 

To this I only (ay, That as God hath ordain- 
ed the end, {6 the means | conducing to that 
end, and the chict in affliction is Prayer. 
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. ' Bit I-have'prayed often ; and am never” the Object. 3e 
Cc I nearer. = #15579 £ 
A Tr "maybe i, and yt the truth of - what 1 Anſw. 

lo have ſaid is no whit damaved. - For " 


Firſt, It 'may be you have- prayed: amiſs. 
3. [Vs theaim and end of your .requelt to pro- 
mote. God's Glory, and your SouPs'cternal in- 
tereſt ? I doubt not. Was it not rather to nou- 
rith your own lufts ? Woald you” fue fot @Li- -- 
; cence to. break the King's Laws,"and 'havs 
 Wegranted ? Balaam built Altars; and” the Whork 
paid her Vows the firſt to move God toThrſe 
his own people, and the /ſctond for ptoſperic} 


- Ito her 'naughty courſes, neither of which could 
: ever expect to be heard, ' It may be ye have 
\ * Bbcgg'd a firong Boly, anda plentiful: Eftate, . - 
” {hat ye might'go with the Prodigal,” and ſperid : 
- 'our days in riotous living,” or- as our Apdlile 
rs (ith, To corſumet on yourIuts: No marve then .- 
, you recelve it not,” 10 MS. 
| Or Sccoridly, It may be ye- were not ' fitted 


> Jr thoſe mercies you askt, 'the ground of ypur 

eart was not enough plowed- for- that ſeed 5 : 

you know there is way-ſide;, :ſtorly and thorny, War.15; . 

. is well as good ground; 27 ſo 

bl Or Thirdly, ?Tis like: he would have you 

f £Y more earneſtly :: For that which we ſus 

ongeſt for, we-'prize moſt when' we have it. 

[he Spouſes love” is never dearer, than'wheri 

he hath ſought him, not only; on'her Bed, but 

1 the Streets; and endurtd/beating and wound- 

g for him; het: ſhe holds hitigtand will'fiot 

t him-go,'untitChe 'is broughtinto her Mo-. | 
I : p27 212 25:5, @d 
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ther*s Houſe, into the Chambers of her that 
conceived her. | | 

Or Fourthly, To prevent ſpiritual ſecurity. 
If we ſhould have all granted, ' we ſhould ſoon 
fay with Peter, It is good for us to be here z Or 
Soul take thy eaſe. St. Paul himfſelt muſt pray 
_ before the buffetings of Satan be remo- 
ved, "= 

Bret gnce more you may ſay, We are commanded 
80 be patient Gzon > why ſhould we pray 


for the removal of it ? 


Prayer and Patience ſuit well together 3 for 
Chnft and David, two of the patienteſt that 
ever lived, both prayed. We will now apply 
what hath been ſaid, thus: 

Is Prayer the only Medicine ? Then let ſuch} 
as take other ways, and ſearch out other Re 
ceipts, mind well what they do. Ahaziab ma 


2 King.1.2, {end to the God of Ekron, and Sax! may go tc 


Hol. 14. 


the Witch at Endor, Ephraim and Judeb ma 
implore the 4ſſrian, and ſend to-King Fareb for 
help, but they thall find none ; 'tis only in God 
that the Fatherleſs find mercy. 

Secondly, From what is ſaid, we may take 
occaſion to reprove thoſe that. are ſullen ana* 
mad at affliction, that will not pray at all, but 
renounce and mock at Piety and Religion F* 
Such ſhall afſuredly know, that God will break” 
thoſe that will not bow 3 take Julian the Apc 
fate for an example, | 

i hirdly, If Payer be the only remedy 
Then let me perſwade ſuch as feel his afflicting 
band upon them, to make theix firſt addreſieY* 
to. him,after this manner ; | Fi 
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that F icſt, With a ſenſe of their wants, acknow- 
| F{cdging themſelves to be undone,withour hope, 
rity. without help, without comfort, while they are 
ſon | without him, crying out with the ſtorm-beaten 
. or | Piſciples, Maſter ſave us, elſe we periſh. 
pray Secondly, With fervency, as he that begs 
mo- i} for his life 3 thirſfting with David, crying with 
Moſes, wreſtling with Facob, and fighting with 
nded | v*+ Paul for Soul-ſatisfying Grace. | 
pray Thirdly, Faithfully ; that is , believing we 
ſhall receive what we implore at his hands. We 
- for !wult not go as Queen Efthey to #baſuerns, but 
 thatſ=5 the Woman diſeaſed to the Soul-Phyfitian; 
apply This our Apoftle exhorts us to, Chap.1.5,6,7« 
IF any of you lack - wiſlom, let bim-ash it of God, 
ſuch$#2-t giveth 0.411 men liberal'y, and upbraidetb not, 
ef 91d it ſhall be given bim ; but let bin ask'in faith, 
nothing wavering, for he that mavereth,” is likg s 
wave of the ſea, driven with the wind, and toſſed 3 
or let not that man think, that be ſhall recerve any 
thing of the Lord, | 
Fourthly, Conſtantly, imitating the impor- 
tunate Widow, and hearkniog to St. Paxl's Ex- 
Yhortation, wiſhing ſach %o pray continually, and 
ſto continue in prayer, holy violence being very ac- 
Yccptable to Ga ; his Kingdom ſuffers it, and 
the violent take it by force. Toſum. up all : Would 
you have your prayers heard in time of affliction? 
Let your aim and end be the Glory of God. It 
ye pray for . health, fay with good Hezekgab, 
bat ſhall be the fign that I ſhall go up into the 
- £4 oweſe of the Lord ? And in the mean time uſe 
4-..feall good means ; for WY 06 pupote ty rae 
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and not endeavour by . pratice. We wonld 
think him a fooliſh Navigator, that would pray 
for a good Voyage and happy arrival at the Eaft 
Indies, and dire& his courſe toward the Weſt : 
So it is as great madneſs in the Drunkard, the 
Swearer, the Lyar, the Sabbath-breaker, &c. to 
pray to be delivercd from their reſpeQtive ſinful 
courſes, and yet never ſtrive to leave them ; for 
they do but take God's Name in vain,mock Re- 
ligion , - and crucihe the Son of God afreſh. 
While as he that prayeth and practiſeth, ſueth 
for help, and endeavoureth to practiſe, ſhall, 
though he have lain among the Pots, come out 
like the wirigs of a Dove covered with fitver, 
whoſe feathers are of yellow gold 3 or thus, in 
our Apolſile's words, Bleſſed is be that. endureth 
temptation, for when be is tryed, be ſhall receive 
:#he Crown of Life 3 for which let us ever pray. 
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and the Egyptian King's queſtion is no leſs wide, 
Whe i the Lord that I ſhould obey bim ? His Om- 
nipotence which the Creation and Government 
of the World ſufficiently evidenceth. hath been, 
and will be oppugned by” ſome, whe: pow give us 
fleſh to eat ? ſay the mixt multitude, Numb.t 1. 4. 
Or hear ther ET plainly, Þ/; al, 78. 19. Cen 
God Perniſh a table bh the nee ie ? As for his 
Juſtice, which of us is free ? who ſome time or 
other ſay not, Though we adu drunkenneſs to thirſt, 
and walk in the imagination of our own bearts, yet 
e ſhall baye peace, 7 but ſee what immediately 
followcth, he Lond mill ave ſpare him. To which 
as a {econd, 1 joynamy Text, 1 forſtke him, 
be will forſake you which is a part of Azariah's. 
. Prophecy unto. H/a, who as you {ee in the former 
Chapter, ſucceeded Ahjjah , and though he did 
that which,@4s' xaghe inthe fight of the Lord ; 
yet leſthe ſhould at Nt boaſt and fay, With mine 
»ivn baird have I gotten theſe Vittories, the Lord 
{ent his _ fell him, that it was not he, 
but As qo = 6 ni an To gu for hing, 
4 fe) Ni 
it 0s it a hows ww. ith hin he weary 
and leave off to pay his allefjakce oy would 
withdraw his * cir hs 1r oo If ye Ih. 
fake bim, &c.. The: teat you a«third 
Argument naade ale of by she Prophet tgicon- 
unne Aſa wn, the ſervice of, his Maker be 
had cgun,. and that taken,ah incommodo ; 
that ſhould. agcaye to him it he 


Ys ſerve bak fr re apd Podhing; 
thys 3 _) ny 


7ids, 


Ine 


nent 
een, 
ve Us 


The Univerſal Meditne. - 23 
Thy that fake God God mil ankle 


In this there are —_ wag conſiderable, 

Firſt, That men may forſake God. -.-/- : 
cond, God will forſake thoſe that for- 
- | 

Theſe two we will ſpeake to diſtindtly ; the 
firſt we will dear by ſhewing tirſt, ©zod, or the 
truth of the thing, that man forlaketh God. 


2, Quare, why he forſaketh ink 
3. DPnomodo, How he forſakcs him. 
4+ Duando, When he forlakes him. 
5. The Application. 

1. Thatman forſaketh God, is a truth un- 
queſtionable : though alas! we are all ready to 
lay with the-Diſciples, Who forſaketh God * ; Ts 
it I ?, Or rather, is it not I, But my anſwer 
muſt be general, *Tis you and I, and all Man- 
kind, we have all Exſtken God 3 he hath aid 
it, and I miſt ſay it , Lee God by true, and 
man 4a lyar, Look back on thoſe difinal E 
fions, ( diſtnal,.I ay, for what followed ) Hep Gen. Ye IT. 
thou eaten ? what is this that thou hak done? 13. 
was there not ſomething 'arniſs here do you. 
think ? did the maker of all things chide'in 
vain ? No ſurely;-there was a breach of his moſt 
juſt Commandments a&ual-m them, but origi» 
nal to us, he forſook him in his own perſon, we 
in his loyns, that this contagion hath over- 
ſpread all, ſex the following Texts, Te hovfr 46 Io. 
ſaken me, and ſerved —_—_ Gods. ſaith the 3 Chron, 
Lord, Te chave five me. Bat my people have 12.5, 

C 4 | 


committed 
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Jer.2.13- committed: two great "evils,  they*bave: forſakgn me, 

&c, How ſhall I pardon this.? Thy children bave 
ferſak;n - me, and ſworn by them that are no Codr. 

Thou baſt forſaken me, ſaith'the: Lord, thox art 

gone :backward, &c. And now T coine to the 

Dare, or rather, let God come- and expoſtulate 

with yon and me, ſaying, Why bave ye. forſaken 

axe 2. This mult renew our - grief-it- our hearts 

weremot obduratec wher we took on the Scri- 

pture hefore cited > What is thu, &c. As if he 

had ſaid, What:haſt thou done?' vr rather, why 

haſt thou done this ? 'Wasnot thy Husband made 

the noble "of :Creatures ( Angels: excepted ) 

walt nct thou made his <qual,he Lord, and thou 

Lady ? was there any thing wanting| that might 

_ conduce to your happineſs? what! have you done 

to fall ſo'foully in ſo ſhort a time? Nay, and if 

our tnemorics be ſo! falfe as not to-remember3 

or if we: do, 'butthmk: it. beloxigeth- not to us; 

hearken to: .the Son) of-God  asking; ris the fame 

queſtion, - pat bave you done:? \Dlidi:not .coms 

mand my Apoſiles tot leave my. Covcnanted peo+ 

© ple; and turn toiyou 2 Doth ni, imy! :bloodery 

@ © Nah, Lindbe, and reconciliation'to you 2. What 1 

have you for all theſe things forſaken-me? you; 

whom 1 formed in the womb3: you, whom: 

brought into the-world 3 you; whont: I hive kept 

1,.and trom the wotld, have you forſaken me? 
What can our-an{wers be ? ſurely. nothing: but 

_. , this,-( if -werhave:not renounced . Reaſbn: and 

- * © Religion ). we;.ate all guilty, guilty of difabe- 

,  Kience, guilty of -ingratitude-z 'we-who.arem- 

052] dcbted for all theſe fayours, haye forſaken ok 
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Bat though Adam be: dead, his / excuſes are not 2 
Thy ways are not equal, Hear now O b:uſe My A 


Iſracl , are not my ways equal ?\ Read Ezek, 18 

ahd your mouth will be ſtopped. He--doth not. 
love'us: a poor: excuſe; what more ardent? 
what-more paſſionate than Fer. 31.20. Is: E- 
phraim': my dear ſon ? is be a pleaſant cbild ? For 


fince I ſpake againſt him, T do - earneſtly-yemembers. 


 bim ſtll - therefore my bowels are troubled for him :; 
IT will ſurely have mercy on him ſaith the Lord, 
Hoſea't1i. 8. How ſhall T give th:e up Ephraim ? 
&c. What greater expreſſions of love than theſe ? 
why. then hsve we forſaken him ? Let us there- 
fore awake 'our drowſie Souls to this full and: 
free-confeiſhon,- that -we are ready to flee from 
him that {ceks our eternal (alvatian, and to obey: 
him who plotteth our ruine. 

I comenow to the third, which Is Qromae 

how we forſake God. - 
_ Cans we-number the Stars of Heaven? ? Cath 
we bring,.the: vaſt Ocean within, the compaſs of; 
a Nut. or darken the Beams of the Morning, 
Sun? Can .we count'the hairs of our heads, or 
the exigencics throught. the whole courſe of our 
life ? It theſe things be-potſible, then may-we ex-i 
preſs -the manner; and; ways,” bow we have for- 
laken him yet we may conjecture ſo far as to 
afford us matter of fſelt-condemnation, by look-; 
ing back upon the firſt ſinner, and comparing 
our backilidings with his ; 

- Firſt, He had harſh thoughts of God and his: 
Promiſes , when he favoured that doubtful 
expreſſion, Zeſt ye die, Now this carly Fn 
54 : : at 
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hath-taken ſuch root, that we his offspring have 
no ſooner the uſe of our reaſon, than we - begin 
to reaſon with our ſelves 3 can it be ſo and ſo? 
carr God number our dayes, ſeparate our ſouls 
and bodies by death, or raife thole bodies reduced 
to their firſt duſt ? can he refine fleſh: and. blood 
foas to make it fit for the kingdom of heaven and 
everlaſting life ? and thus by harſh thoughts we 
begin to waver, 


Secondly; He deſpiſed his commands, having a 
fini&-Injundtion laid upon him not to cat the 
forbidden fruit, and yethe-did it ; ſo we, not to 
touch the Apples of Sodom, to loath fin, and our 
ſelves becaule of it.but alas ! his and our obedience 
_ to one paſs; he tranſgreſied , and. fo 

oO WC 


Thirdly.He was intemperate all the Treesvt the 
Garden gave: not- ſatisfa&tion, without that of 
knowledge of good and evill. And haw well 
Amon, Abab and all of us imitate him in | 
onely knoweth ; Amon's life is tedious to him 
unleſs he can lie with his ſiſter Tamar: Ahab will 
ty ſullen on his bed for Naboth's vineyard : Samſon 
muſt have his Dalilah, and ſo nuift every one . of 
'- our beloved fines,though hell and damnation 

How. Hos | 


4ly, He was inordinate in his love, 
his rib to his Maker,” Eve's (miles and ſugared 
words muſt weigh down the frownes and puniſh- 
ments of heaven, and we his offspring are ww 
|  - - 


The Univerſal Medicine. 
the ſame mind, prizing the creature above the 
Creator , all which he that ſearcheth his own 
heart, (but ſnaperficially) will find to be true ; fo 
that we may upon good grounds ſay m thoughts, 


words and attions, we forſake God : and - 


that bringeth me to the fourth, which is 


®nando. When do we forſake God ? when 
do we not forſake him ? Pehold faith David, 
I was fhapen in iniquity and in fin did my mother 
conceive me : and ( T hope ) when we know 
our right hands from our left, there is none of us 
{0 thamelels, unleſs he be gone aſtray from God 
and his Mother the Church , that will fay, - he 
forſaketh not God, If David teacha young man 
to cleanſe his way.and Solomon bids him remember 
Sus creator, and if St. Pax call himſelf a miſerable 
nan, where ſhall we find any in our time free 
from fins contagion ? ſeeing there is no 'man 
living that finneth not. Let us now apply what 
js faid z -Thus, £1.24 

If it be not only poſsible but probable and tob 
true, that we forſake God, tnay not this be matter 
of grief to us all;that we have ſuch a Maſter,ſuch 
a Father, ſuch a Conſerver, ſich a Lord, ſach a 
Law-piver ſach a BenefaQor, and yet forſake him? 
Let us therefore draw from our hearts Feremzah's 
wiſh, that-our heads were wells of water , and 
our eyes were” fountains of tears, that we might 


: Ir wes 
- 
. 


weep day and night for our forſaking of God. 


let us repent and turn unto him,knowing that he 
is'gracious, merciful and ready toforgive, having 
a mane of Joye to cover ourfins , and a ſcreen 


of 
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hath taken ſuch root, that we his offspring have 
no ſooner the uſe of our reaſon, than we begi 
to reaſon with our ſelves 3 can it be ſo and fo? 
can God'\number our dayes, ſeparate our ſouls 
and bodies by death, or raife thoſe bodies reduced 
to their firſt duſt ? can he refine fleſh' and blood 
foas to make it fit for the kingdom of heaven and 
everlaſting life ? and thus by harſh thoughts we 
begin to waver, 


Secondly; He deſpiſed his commands, having a 
firid InjunCtion laid upon him not to cat the 
forbidden fruit, and yethe did it 3 ſo we, not to 
touch the Apples of Sodom, to loath fin, and our 
ſelves becaule of it. but alas ! hisand our obedience 
_ to. one pals; he tranſgreſied , and. fo 
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Thirdly.He was intemperate all che Treesof the 
Garden gave not ſatisfaQtion. without that of 
knowledge of good and evill. And þy 
Amon, Abab and all of us imitate him inf 
onely knoweth 3 Amor's life is tedious to hi 
unleſs he can he with his ſiſter Tamar: Abab will 
ty ſullen on his bed for Naborh's vincyard : Samſon 
muſt have his Dalilah, and ſo muſt every one of 
- our beloved fines,though hell and damnation 

flow. Be" 10 : 9 


4ly, He was inordinate i his love, t 
his rib to his Maker, Eve's ſmiles ſugared 
words muſt weigh down the frownes and punith- 
ments of heaven, and we his offspring are _ 
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the ſame mind, prizing the creature above the 
Creator , all which he that ſearcheth his own 
heart, (but ſnperficially) will find to be true; fo 
that we may upon good grounds ſay m thoughts, 


words and actions, we forſake God : and - 


that bringeth meto the fourth, which is 


Dnando. When do we forſake God ? when 
do we not forſake him ? Pehold faith David, 
I was fhapen in iniquity and in fin did my mother 
conceive me : and ( Þ hope ) when we know 
our right hands from our left, there is none of us 
{0 ſhameleſs, unleſs he be gone aſtray from God 
and his Mother the Church , that will ſay, - he 
forſaketh not God, If David teacha young man 
to cleanſe his way.and Solomon bids him remember 
Sis creator, and if St, Paul call himſelf a miſerable 
nan, where ſhall we find any in our time free 
from ſins contagion ? ſeeing there is no 'man 
living that finneth not. Let us now apply what 
is faid 3 -Thus, 4 

If it be not only poſsible but probable and to 
true, that we forſake God, may not this be matter 
of grief to us all,that we have ſuch a Maſter,ſuch 
a Father, ſuch a Conſerver, ſich a Lord, ſuch a 
Law-giver ſuch a BenefaQor, and yet forſake him? 
Let us therefore draw from our hearts Feremzah's 
wiſh, that-our heads were wells of water , and 
our eyes were” fountains of tears, that we might 
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weep day and night for our forſaking of God. - 


let us repent and turn unto him,knowing that he 
is'gracious, merciful and ready toforgive, having 
a mantle of Joye to cover ourfins , and a _ 
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mercy to ſtand between us and the devouring: fir 
o* his Juſtice. W hile as the impenitent ſinner, that 
hateth to be reformed. ſhall teel the truth of my 
text verified on him, God will forſake him, and 
this brings me to the ſecond branch of my 
Doctrine, viz. That God will. forſake ſinners, 

I know ſome will be ready to fay, this is very 
harſh we arc'all finners, muſt we be all forſaken ? 
It we look on our {ins as ſoul-condemning, - and 
not alſo on the Mediator., who: came into. the 
worll to ſave finnexs from condemnation,we muſt 
conclude {o 3 there is a throne of Juſtice, there 
'We nay be all forſaken þut at the: Mercy ſcat, we 
r:uli make a diftintion (becauſe God hath made 
it) between,ptnitent and impenitent-ſiriners,and 
alſo betwixt their deſertions. And -this' ſubdive- 
&&:h the branch for clearing, of. which, I. ſhall 
thew: - þ 


1. How God laverh cakinrs. 159 

a, Why: he leaveth, them, - Sal] 

fp 3. How long he leaverh ther. - |: } 2 
i 1] 


To which I ſhall add a word or two of. Application 
and when that is done, take; the ſame method * 
zn the other. | . // 43,4 £ 
Firli then feging i icis a trathe apparent -tO1; all 
Cand I hope all Chriftians, nojtrine 2enus! believe 
it) that all are worthy to be deſerted : :kriow 
that God forſaketh his One children Jevorad 
Wayes 3 


Firſt, by. ing, the /gift of liv | 
Feoeetion, 3nd grace of inward -corafort”; fox 
Out 


The Univerſal Medicine, 
cutward protection, How was' Fob left ? Did 
not the Sabeans and 'Caldeans Carry+ away his 
Stock ? And did not a mighty Wihd throw 
down his eldeſt Son's Houſe, which ſmothered 
all the reſt of his Children, ſo that 'm one hout 
he is robb'd of both his Sons and Subſtance ? 
For inward comfort, David and Foriah are my 
Witneſles 3 the firſt wanting freedom of ſpirir, 
the Joys of God's Salvation formerly poſſeſſed 3 
the other paſt ( as to his own thoughts ) any. 
hopes of recovery, being in the Whale's Belly. 
Betides who can deny, That the Son of God, 
and Saviour of the World, was dear to his Fa- 
ther ? And yet we ſee him lefe to the unparal- 
IeFd malice of a rude rabble , to be ſpit on, 
{courged, crown'd with thorns , beaten, cruct- 
hed, and-not only fo, but alſo deprived of -in- 
ward: comfort. Was he not divetted of it,when 
to man's apprehenſion he had moſt need of it ? 
In the end of his Lent, faith the Reverend Bi- 
ſhop Hall, Angels came and miniftred to him, 
but on:the Croſs none durſt look out of a win- 
dow of Heaven to comfort him. 

Secondly, God is faid to leave his own Ser- 
vants for a time,when he taketh away the know- 
ledge, feeling and fruits of his wonted Grace, of 
courage and holy magnanimity. -This was Pe- 
ter's caſe; when for ſaving of afinful life, or ra- 
ther fear of a ſhameful death, he denied the 
Lord of Glory, 

:>Thirdly, God” is faid to leave his People, 


when: he taketh away the Word, the Bread of 
2 = _ them, - This Feremiab complaineth of, _ 


Lam. ; pe 


29 
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Lam.2.7. God hath forſaken bis Altarr, And this 
is threatned, Rev.2,.5, when he faith to the 
Church of Epheſus, He will remove their Can- 
dleſtick ont of its place,unleſs they repent. And 
thus God leaveth his own. 
But why ? Firſt, To try their graces ;, to ſee 
it avid will pray, pray.pray : Peter weep, weep, 
weep : Paxl continue in his defire to be difſoly- 
cd, and to be with Chriftz Feb go on in his. in» 
tcgrity, and Foxah call unto God out of the | 
| Whale's Belly. * Tis pleaſure to walk in the 
ticlds in a Summers day,but the tryal of a man's 
hardineſs is to abide the froſt in Winter. . . 
Secondly, That we may have pity on, and 
ſympathy with, thoſe that axe deſerted : Gal. - 
6.1. Brethren, If any man be quertaken in a fault, 
reftore ſuch a one in tbe ſpirit of meekneſT, conſi- 
dering thy ſelf, leſt thow alſo be tempted. Expe- 
xience is a good Phylitian. | 
Fourthly,To wean our hearts from the World. 
T bave put off my Coat, faith the Spouſe, how 
Shall T put it on ? Though ſhe 15 not long in this 
tone, ſhe muſt and will riſe, her bowe 
her newly waſhed feet muſt tread the- dirty 
fireets, nothing giving her ſatisfaction, till ſhe 
gcts a ſight of bim ſhe lately flighted. | 
Fifthly, He forſakes his People, to let them 
fee the bitter fruits of fin 3 and good reaſon he 
ſhould, ſeeing he hath drank the bittereſt part 
of the Cup, who neverdeſerved to taſte it. : \.. 
Sixthly, To. endear his preſence' the more, 
when it is regained. . The Prodigal never knew 
what it was to be in his Father's bouſe,; till he 
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began to bein want. Ephraim” never -knew 


whence her Corny Wine and Oyl, Silver and 


Gold came, till God withdrew it. Neither do 
Chiiſtians mind the Author of their Bleſſings, 
till they are ſet on their own: bottom. And now 
I come to the third thing, viz. How long God 
deaveth bis People. As 

Firſt, He leaveth them till they be humbled. 
Peter's proud ftomack muſt come down, his da- 
ring and lofty eyes maſt weep for his former 
folly. David muſt {mart (otra this lofs, till he 
repenteth the death and defilement of Uriab and | 
Bathſheba. 

Secondly, He-leaveth his People, ll they ex- 
alt him above all other things.* The Church 
who before would not ſtir over her Beds-{ide, to 
open the door, would now give a thouſand / 
Worlds, if ſhe had them, for one glimpſe of his 


| bleſſed Face,or one of his endearing expreſſions, 


or embraces, he muſt now be no more:contemp- 
tible, but the chick of ten thouſand, 
Application. 
May the beſt be forſaken ? Then let ſuch as 
an ood- prepare for a fiorm,- get armour of 
againſt this encounter, the oyl of faith in 
their lamps, to _ them in this cloudy night, 
promiſe who ſaith, that 
Ihe Gat for a ſmall moment. 
nab aryalr Facob but one night. till he 
gave him the Bleſling, tryed Abrahans but ance 
De een -ather of the faithful; nor 
kept he the Woman of Samaria long in ſaſpence, 


hat TT told her;He was the Meſfich. "Hei 
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that true Foſeph; who when his Brethren come 
ro him with*empty Sacks, Meth them 'with 
what they defire,adding'a filver'Cup- for farther 
obligatiori. Let none take it il] then that God 
leaveth them on theſe accounts, for there will 
come 2 day, when they ſhall think all their 
ſighs, tears and prayers well beſtowed : One'day 
in Heaven ſhall countervail alt their deſertions, 
if they were to live Methuſelab's years, This 


for the firſt Part of the DoQtrine. 


- The ſecond is, That God will forſake them who 
forſake him, 

Stand aſtoniſhed O Heavens, and tremble O 
Earth, at the hearing of this ole juſt but dread- 
ful ſentence, He'will forſake you ! If Judgement 
beginat the Houſe of God, what ſhall the end 
of them be, that obey not his Goſpel ? Surely 
this,” He will forſake them. Fot enlarging of 


this Anſwer, [ raiſe theſe two Queries : > oh. 


I. How doth God forſakg the wicked ? 
= > vos Nw be forſake them ? 


To which, as before, | hall fubjoyn the Ap- 
plication.” 


To the firſt, God Forfakedh none of hisCrez- 


-tures ſo; as to' withdraw his Eſſence or:Power 
-from them," ſeeing the Plalmiſt hath ſaid;,; YP/bi- 


tker ſhall I go from tby preſence, 'or whiter ſhall 


ws. I flec fromtby Spirit # And:Chtiſt himſelf, That 


he'maketh bis Sin to "i on the evil and the ie good, 


and pe rain on 'tbe e juſt and unjuſt. AVE 


"Fern. pot 


Honour-, 


= 


Konoured Himan, and yet all forfaken:* Phe | 


" God Toft = oR ſabe? 


wy wicked flowriſh, as a green Ba zy-rree,for whom ther® 
ther Ml is fire and, britriftone, we. a' hofrible ' terpeſt 


od NN prepated 3 but he forſaketh them. by withdraw- 
will | ing his graces" reſtraining and aſliſting, (0 that 
her Ml fhty run headlong: to their, own deftruftion. 
And this is that denounted againſt the Few, 


EE Ifa,6.10.” Make the heart of this people fat, aid © : 
make their; ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes,left they : 


ſee with theif eyes, A hear with theie ears, 'and* 
who Bl derftand with their heart, and convert, and be © 
- I Fealed : That ig Their hearts ſhall be hardnied,.” 

- O ad made obſtinate, ard their.cars dullet: 
deafned, 'that in 'tny juſt Judgement they 6 
be given' up to a ſpiritual infenfiblenefs, as 2 
14 I 4ue puniſhment of their cardlefs negle& of my 
rely | Ordinances, 'and that thereupon may follow 
> of Ml *[iEir juſt condemnatioh, that giving g up to un" 
- cleanneſs, Rom.1:24. to ſtrong delufions'2 Th 

'M2.11. And thus he forſaketh thern, | Now wp 

, the other : When ca CEE 


he I. In bs Wand 
2. In bis. Satraments. 
C3- In their Prayers. 
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34 God Juſt,ond Mm miſerable; 


Ja the Word, which is the favour of life une. . 
life,, ſweeter than the honey and honey- 


omb the powex of God to ſalyation to every. 
one that believeth, bringeth the true knowledg, 
of God,keadeth Pilgrims in the way to Heaven, 
converteth the fabom and difobedient, is the 
Parent of Faith,/and in fine,the Stoxc-houſe and. 
Mag azine of Heaven, for all thiggs neceſſary to: 
a. hriſtian's Life and, Death. Yet all.theſe to 
an unregenerate wan have no reliſh 3, he is like 
Sgomoy's Horfleech, crying, Give, give. But. 
what ? j The light of God”s copryeny 8 
HA is better than 
ker 7 No. Faith? No, Repos 1 


þ at hep? Raakes, be honour a 


pieces Sily 
ron: 
cg, x tone is, Who Wheat W..us auly, 
good.? 

But ſome of theſe may ſay, T find; ſwvectaeſ in 
the World, then ſurely T cannot be forſaken. 

But wherein do you find it * Whether in 
plowing or threlhing ? Do you perceive it ſend- 
ing the bitter ſcent of ſin from your: hearts, os 
bringing good ſtore of mancy into your purſes? 
IT have heard of one that thinketh there is no 


th this Fable ( oy ns 
holy Scripture ) of —_ pected us ? cal 
W 


Coll TafÞ'ind Man miſedabte. | 


Would to Goll that all of us were free of 6-4 
of the 7ews, "4 with Cbiift, and give Ws 
rabbat away wi with Heaven, give us the fulne 
of the Earth : For this is the language of every 
wicked man's heart. 
| Sccoridly, God leaveth the wicked in the oy 
craments of | the Body arid Blood of the Loy 
which is our affurance of his return, the Bread 
fr 1 Wates of of Life. for the nouriſhment of Souls; 3 
how little do they regard it? They may b 
fily compared! to the Farting, that 1 
Marina; and longd fot Onions and Geikle 
and would have exchanged Quails for E 


Ficſh-pots. ey. ſee nothing in_it but = 
Elements, they” diſcern nog the Lord's Body, 
_ rather thari ſpend, an hour to. prepare. oe 
will utter! abſtain from it. 

And Thirdly,” As for Prayer, which 
to be their Litters miſſive to Heaven; they 1 
not trotible thenifives with that Jeſt the World 


ſhould coutit "them ſuperſtitious; and if they 
go about it, it is to little purpoſe 3 becauſe if 
they ſay, Oar F ather, then they and their Ma- 
ſter the Devil muſt not be friends. Thy King- 


dont come, they dare not Tay, for then they de- 
ſire the happineſs they neither wiſh in car- 
neſt 'to thermfelves nor others and thus ws 


neither read, hear, pray,nor receive aright, thi 
g6d of this World having hardned their hearts, 
=44 ſhine their eyes and cars. But though this 
be. enough, it. is not all ; They are forſaken 
alſo ini rhicit Deaths3 _ this appears * _— 
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3 6 | God Juſt; aud. Man mhſerdble; 


dillike of it, they would ( if (they had their 
defire ) never die, Let Pax, iectfarerk his 
Lungs ake, Cxpio diſſolvi + ; EX $9409 ber Her 
zckiab (er his houfe in order, David number 
his days, and Solomon cry. All things are vanity, 
&c. yea let the Chritiian's Champion,and Cap- 
rain of 'their, fatvation, kay down his life to 
Fweeten death, Yet faith the wicked man, There 
is 4 Lion in the. way, I cannot, I daze not die. 
Apa the reaſon i 5p Hh Beea e he; wants thoſe 
ghee divine Torches. of Faith, Hope and Love, 
that thould * light! bim through. the dark vail, 
and ſhadow of It. . Faith he wantsr if he h 
any. it is In "his Eftate, W Wie and Child: 
Hope he wants; Becauſe th -Reſ | etion an 
Alcaven are ſe, foe to e he wants 
to all thinks ept thoſe for his temporal life; 
And thus ik Jy poor, naked, blind wretch, 
muſt. whethet h - will or Fre be. hurried: fo nar 
Prave, an Embtetn of his enſt priſon, 
198 


this bringecth me to the thir being fk 
after Death. ' 


While thert is life, we ſay, Pere is ; hope of 
{Sinner's rettun to God, and the return of his 
bleffed preſence i in love to him. But now,now, 
thtre is no Favourite : Let Noah, Daniel and 
Fob plcad, they muſt not be heard ; z No bribe, 
no bail can' have any more place, ,to Gaol he 
muſt,bidding an everlaſting adieu to him, whom 
he would never ( in life )) ſalute with bowed 
knee or brokerr hedtt 3 which ſeparation of all 
other is moft deplarabſe for theſe Reaſons : bi 

Firlt, 


God' wo and Min alerts. 1 
- =- He is tefly depr ivet of the beatitick - 


, the fi Wh God, Father, Son,and Ho- 
w Oh film lm thought his life a bur- 
den; while he” was baniſhed from his Father's 
preſence, how -much more tedious and inſup- 
portably —_— will his life be, who is de- 
prived of che -ight of him, in whoſe preſence 
1s joy, and pleaſure for evermore? To leave a 
dear Friend.and go into a far Countrey, makes 
the loving Relation grieve at it, and grudge 
his intended Journey, though it be to his ho- 
nour and profit 3 to leave a Father. Mother, or 
Children more 3 a loving and vertuous Wife 
moſt of all; though they have hopes to meet 
again to. their advantage. But O. how much 
more reaſon” have they to grieve, who mult 
for ever part with him who is more than Fa- 
ther, Mother; Friend, Wife or Children, to the 
orcateſt diſadvantage, ſach exquiſite torments, 
and-ſpuEtormeriting, puniſhments, as cannot be 
EPR wy: but him who teeleth them. . 


Secondly, In reſpect of the Place whither, 
they are baniſhed. It is not into ſome Wilder- 
to-live-among wilde Beaſts, nor,into Twr-- 
kiz;to roweat the Gallics, from cither of which 
—— ht be expected z but *tis mto 
upp <j bottomleſs pit ,' everlaſting 

=o A ef which there is no redemption, _ 


wr + Pacitis deſeenſis averni, GC. | p 
TO D 3 Thirdly, 


God Juſt, and Man miſerable. 


Thirdly, In eſpe « of. the irrevocablenc& of. 
the Sentence : It is Fehovab's, who charigeth 
not 3 the Laws of Medes and Foie could not 
be altered, how much leſs his, who is the Joo 
of all the World ? They muſi be puniſhed 
for a day, a month, a year, an age, and fo-ex- 
ped releaſe, but from age to age, to all etemi+ 
ty, without intermiſſion of torture, Or dimiou- 
tion of parts. | 


Fourthly, In reſpect of the 0 RAY Tis 
not whippin Aries ng the hand or fore-head, 
cutting off a Member, or difleRing of the Bos 
dy 3 all which though they be higter, yet they 
may be born 3 but *tis weeping, w 
ng of tecth,lying,frying in fixe and brimfione,. 
kept in flame by the wrath of God for ever and 
ever. If a man could not lye on a Bed of Nown 
or Roſes,without turning for one; year, 
he fared deliciouſly every day without t-pan; 
how much more intollerable WIR it be'ta ng 
fire and brimſtone millions of uh - 


years 


Fi Wor. meet of the Tommentors. he: 
not en he betog,. 

= to make the i ds but thexe!isr 

a Sword, a Vulture, a Wonn,that cv cuts,devois 

and conſumeth the Soul, yet without Salle 

on, the Conſcience, whoſe nds as well d 


as reflex, will. breed eternal horrour, _— 
When ne behold David, as Maſter of the 


—_EBISOY :- SIG Fn SPTST AE CEASE. 


God Tuſtfind Man miſerable. 


in the heavenly Fernſalem, Noab,' Datel 


| _ Fob, with millions more, fitting about the | 
; Throne, with their Hatps ttined to an eterhal 
height,in thepraiſe of a ſlain Saviour. Theſe, - 


when they conlider their 'own frowardniels, 


having had' the ſame God to deal withal/as - 


they, the ſame Word, the ſame Promiſes, their 
ſame means, the fame: mercies, for attaining the 


' wilt'd for'&tid, and yet lighted all this, Thall 


be the cauſe of their vain wilhes, .of being co- 
vered by Hills and Mountains, and a toral ( it 
poſſible annihilation. Conſider theſe gs 


ye that forſake him, left he forfake you, 


tear you in pieces, while there is none' to de- 


' liver. 


Application 
And now, wicked man, this is iy doom, 


think of it whit thou wilt, *tis as ſhre as God 


is in Heaven.and thoit on Earth. And yet will 
not the hearing of all this break thy hard heart, 
and thaw thy frozen eye?Wilt not the thoughts 
of eternal barning bate thy unhtatural flames ? 
Doth the pleaſure of ſin that is hut for a ſeaſon, 
make thee run upon thy eternal ruine ? Give 


over, ere it he too late, I tell thee, and com- 


mand thee to hear and believe me, as thou wilt 
anſwer the contrary at the great and dreadfiil 
Day of Judgement, when alt the World ſhall 
be in a of . fire about thy ears, and thou 
canſt find no hiding place 3 thou wouldeſt give 

D 4 Craſh". 
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- God Fuſt;and Ma: miſerable. 
Confer? s Riches, Abſolom's Beauty, ;Achitophel's 
<8 the.rich Glutton's Treaſixre, the Prodi- 

I's Pleaſure, nay..ten thouſand, Worlds, if 
thou hadſi them, for one ſuch. advice, when'it 


: Do not be given.;...To day then, while. it is 
. © called to day, harden not your; hearts : And-if 


. Ye, will not hear me, hear an- Ancient 5 Quid 


15 miſer, perire vis ? Facillimo iſtuud impendio 


: fiet, borula. 2nd, imo unica parte harule, per iram 
"Tel lihedinem patras quod. eternum doleas.. . T hat 
#5, Miſerable man that thou art,what doſt thou 
do, wilt thou periſh ? ? Thou mailt do ſoatan 
. eafie rate, ſeeing in one hour,or one part of an” 
hour, thou mailſt t.do that by anger. ox luſt, which 


thou maiſt : repent for ever. And again, O ce- 
citas humani gencris' ! nullis ſat lachrymis deplo- 
randa, ex onnibug Templorym Pulpitis clamatur 
eternitds, £ternitds, eternitds, nos nibilominus pres 
ſentt ducimur wolupiate , adev. perire , ſuave eſt. 
That is, O the blindneſs of mankind! never 
enough to be lamented with tcars,-for though 
eternity, eternity,, eternity, ſound from every 
Pulpit, yet ( for etting, that ), we. are altoge- 
ther led away wit aa; 4 pleaſure and T- 

It is ſo ſweet a thing to. be damned eter= 


vall Ye 


But now (leſt my "_ ould ſet in a Cloud) 
if any pious, though dejede Chriſtian, ſhauld ſay, 
T have been forſaken a long time, the Vifian hath 
not as yet fpoken, I am afraid T bave ſinned in the 
- ſame Hope with "re "A that ona be eternally fare 


ſakn 


 % 
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God Toſbiand Man miſchable 


grounds, than what you have ſaid: nana to. 
Did not you take your- time in fin 

will not you give Gcd his time of CR 
and'pardoning ? And as for your fear,put your 
ſins to the teſt, ſearch, and you may. hnd diffe- 
rence betwixt yours and theirs to your (atisfa- 
Con, and if you cannot find —__ marks, take 


theſe of MINE. 


Firſt, The wicked man < nncth pres 16R 


for God is not in all his thoughts, and if He be 
not there, the Devil muſt, and what he. will 


- prompt him to , may ca ly be -conjecured. 


While as the godly fin but ſometimes, when 
th! fleſh hath got the better in the conflict, 


Secondly , He fins with wondlack, The 
Drunkard drinks , -the Swearer ſwears, the 
Thiet Reals, &c, ſorry for nothing but-that he 
cannot do more, he hatcheth miſchi - 
bed,- and - when he riſcth he practiſe 
meat and drink to him to' fall ' his pre Hhan | 
with, offences both againſt God and+:Man. 
While as *tis tedious 'to the other, the burden 


_ of their ſinful Song 1s. alway; Ho 0 is me {ce 


David and Paul, 


Thirdly , He hunts after it. . The ig 
man in the Proverbs is ſaid to go out of his 
Way, and pals the corner of the ſtrange Wo- 


any $ es begging as it were, her proficred 
porn 


Be: nat calt down. unleſs. you? have II Anſws 


| C Gal 4 Juſt.and Man miſerable. 


:etnbraces. But the godly arc dogg'd and hunt. 
ed by temptation and ſuggeſtions, and embrace 
them contrary to their intentions. - 


! Fourthly, He finneth deliberately. *Tis not 
Paſfion makes him ſwear, nor Drunkenneſs un- 

chaſt, Poverty doth not force him to ſteal, ner 

Riches ſieal away his heart 3 but viewing the 

teigned honeſty, profit and pleaſure of np he 

xcjoyceth that he is its _ But a hon 

-yhan is always Ro avid lookir 

his battlement, Lo#+ in his drunkennefs, and | 
Peter | in his fear, 


Fifthly, The wicked _ is ſeldom checkt, 
his conſcience is ſeared; or elſe he takes all di- 
vertiſements to beat off its blows, he thinks it 
an.evil Spirit,and therefore he will call for mu; 
flick to calm if. But the other is no ſooner out 
of tht-way than his heart ſmites him;and makes 
hit cry ur, 1 have ſinned. | 


Sixthly, When he fallshe riſeth not, judg- 
ing-hiniſelf then, and not till then, to be if his 
own element. But the other when he hath 
fallen, rifeth and runneth faſter. Had not Da» 
zid fallen, we ſhould have wanted his Peniten- 
tials, and Solomon's Miſdemeanours produced 

his Recantations. 


Laftly, The wicked man remembers his fins 
with joy when they are paſt. O how ps 
_ fellow 


S 
2 
[ 


Gd Ls hy Man miſerable. 


fellow is he, though he hath a ſnowy head, 
and toothleſs jaws, conſumed intrals, and wi- 
thered, nay rotten limbs, that can boaſt'of his 
murthers, adulteries, rapes, thefts, drunkenneſs, 
Sabbath-bxeaking, gms + cozeniing, and 
all manner of vice! This chears his heart, and 
makes his face-merry. While the godly fetch a 
figh, nay an hundred, for every former fin 
thought on,and for every ſigh ſhed an hundred 
tears, for every tear a prayer for pardon of the 
fins of infancy, youth, man-hood; and old age. 
Judge now 'by theſe thine own eſtate. And 
now to ſum up all. ſhall only repeat my Text; 
with that that goeth before : The Lord is with 


you while ye be with bim, and if ye" ſeek, bim be 


will be found of you 3, but if you forſake him, be 
will bl orſc ake Jour. The laſt of which that we 
may never do, ct us eyer prays © = © 


m—— 
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” Among the PROPHETS. 
it —_— WAN 1 | 
The Third Sermos, —_ 
7 es — ao 


Rom n *+ I. h 
Por a \ſerrveit, of Fe Hs Op. 


- 


Hey Fires Fug fo the ee in "Shipe, 

that do buſineſs in great "waters : 

they ſee the works of the Lord, and 

bis wonders in the deep, (aith the pgy 1, 

Kingly Prophet, What wonders and works ? 24,25. 
b, and raiſeth the flormy wind 

which lifteth up the w s thereof, they-monnt up 

to the Heaven, they go os again to the depths, Verl.26,27 

their  ſoule is melted becauſe of trouble 5 they 29129+, 

reel to and fro, and ſtagger like drunken men , and 

#704 their wits end. Then they cry unto the ou q 


A | © Saul any alt Prophets. 


in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their 
diſtreſſes, &ccs And-maynot the like-C if not 
). works" and! winder be beheld by 
thoſe that — with him in his word ? 

Gen.3 6,7. was not. 1mmjoxtall ? Us by his 
| fall m jeſt t& mottalitys. Were 
Gen.46.27 not the | their deſcent 
' Ml hreeſcort and ten 

hnoger artg ſoules ? yet made honourable 


he {ame power. Was 
wrap detivd and | 
AC oil by he ſame tp what_necd 


I multiply Scripture-wonders ſince: all contained 
therein is wonderful; jan yer nofilig (in my 
Judgment ) more to be admired , thari _ 
concerueth. the -Pen-man—of this Evi | 
Is he not in the ſame hour gad for any os jo 
we know in, the famd mide quite alt 
from one extream to another ? what was in 
his thoughts.? Or: what was - his \diſcour{£ro 
thoſttharjourney*d with him, before he ſaw 
the light about him and heard the voice ſayin 
Saut; Saul, "why.perſecnteſttbou-me-? Doble 
they were to- this 'effe& 3, Who, or what is 
this Jeſiis theſe. madmen+ adore ? They ! ſhall 
fr dearly fox him now: for T have received 
ers from the high-Prieft with power 'to 
bring thoſe lawleſs runagatcs bound to Ferwſalere, 
and there ſhall be wanting in me” for 
the. execution of my- whole commiſſion. 'Yet 
for all this, he no ſooner | heareth the 'voyee 


tha hadehanm'd them bathe: ab acopdnicet 


by —— a> anc. wad. mad AN 


Saul any the Dphen = b@ 


and.(in teftimony of his Ghmifionzcerath out; 
Lord:what would*ſt.thon have me to: do? Is 
not this a wonder then worthy our beſt. regard? 
that an enemy. in the heat of blood, anc ma 
his fword to his own breaſt : IN, fooner 
to expire thereby than wound, though Jightly, 
the meaneſt of theſe he accounted ady aries 5 
and will now ſuffer himſelf to be bound and 
rartyred forthe ſame cauſe he intended (before) 
to oppoſe. And that the whole world. 

fee he was no counterfeit, inſtead of his forms: 
Rhetorical floutiſhes:for obſervance of the Law, 
he makes uſe of the mok piercing and; weighty 
Arguments to bring more to. the obedience 

the Goſpel. All which is obvious.te chemeaneſt 
Reader of his Divine writings. But to what we 
intend. And firſt," that oug method may be the 
more : clear, we - will divide the- whole, and. 
fubdivide the firk part of the Epidle: 


The whole thus : 


' Eirft, You have a Preface from the-14 to:the( 


x7. verſe, . Secondly, you. have the-body. of. the 
Epiſtle from the 17. ofthe: 1< Chap,; to- the: 
T4. of the 15. Thirdly, The Conclubon- from! 
thenee to the end. + | 


 Subdzvifion. - 
" -Againin the fixſly; vic. the. Prdface,- you-have 


the. Inſcription. oo; Tide chm the Cr TY 


| aces 
- 
» .® "X 


Saul among the Prophets.” 


wherein is contained ®w#r ,” the writer Paul 3 
Did, What he writeth; is. the Doctrine of - 
the Goſpel Dnibns, to whorn he writeth, *is 
to the Romans + and Fourthly you have ' votwn 
Apoſtoli, the Apoſiles wilh; Grace to you: and 
5» 4 God our Fog and the Lord Teſs 
Chriſt, | | 


The-Penman- ar 15 Pall , is ſame "that 
before was named Saul, About the tirlt of theſe 
names" diverſe Authors are of diverſe minds; 
ſome would have it Hebrew, ſome Greek, and 
ſome Latine. Others that he-tooke it to himſelf 
after the converſion of Sergins- Paulu. Others 
that it was changed by God, as Peter was called © 
Cephas and the ſons of Zebedee Boanerges. Bnibus 
ne tſſer inferior, ſaith Theoph,” Mwtatum eft illi 
Homex. But after all theſ&,- it ſeemeth - moſt 
probable (as the learned  DoQter Hamond-- 
Gith ) that being a Jew born in the City of 
Rome, he had two” names given him at his 
Circumciſion , Saul a Jewiſh, and Poul a 
Roman name; 45 may be oathered from AGs 
13: 9. Saul which is 1G called Pawl :- yet 
there is not ſo great difference about-the names, 
as there is matterof wonder in what _— ; 
A ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Duantum mutatns ab ib! 


Paul a Jew of Tarſus, Paul, or rather Saul that 


; imbrucd his ——— the blood of the firſt 


\ Martyr 5 


$ 
- 


Sat. amons the Prophets. 
Martyr St.'-Stephen 3 'and made havoe« bf the 
Church of Chnift, hardning his heart and hands 
with binding thoſe ehionh faith had .looſed, 
that vomited out blaſphemies againſt the Son 
of'God, is He -become the {exvant of Jeſus 


Chriſt & i wh 
' Dj color albus erat nunc tft confrarius albo: 


He that before'was a ſlave to his-Itiſts, and an 


enemy to truth) is now becoyye tf ad fervant” of 
Jeſus Chrift, 

Take then Iiis ind in this txt fo be as if hi 
had faid, Religious Romans; {et ridbeny name 
S2#l nor thoſe other thingsthat Have made me 
formidable to you heretofore! deterr/ you from 
hearing my-words, or embracing my doctrine; 
ſince by the grace and ſpeciall favour of my 
God I am become-a fellow>ſervant 8 believer 
with you,and not onely ſo,but in an immediit@ 
manner {ct apart to the preaching of the ſame 
Goſpel you t deſire to' bdlieve" T earneſtly —_— 
your ' afterition! , affiireing you that” there] 
nothing now 'more dear unto 'in&2/! nex- to - F 
crucified Jeſus, than your eternal atvatioriFrom 
tHe wor thi cleav T ſhall lay! _ -rhefe 
three doctrines or  Sfopolrtions” Y LOH 


vis. » 
x; That there is no! comcdieini & 1eſpicable 


"nor quality ſo depraved, but" God "can ' 


"alter when he intendeth the cdification 
' of his Church. Þ © 
. 2. That ' the! greateſt Saints have beer 


Ne ORY ' Sinhers.- p 
(Ys E Y. That 


£ p — ane 
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50 Saul anvyy the Prophets. 
© 3: That it jsa happy change when men hate 
the . ſervice of fin and become the Ser- 
vants of Jcſus Chritt, 


For clearing of the firſt we muſt conſider 
what manner of perſons the bleſſed Apoltles 
were before-their calling, As for their outward 
conditions, were they not as low as low could 

Mat.4.18. be > poor fiſher men. And asfor their qualities 
It may be preſum'd that neither Mathew nor 
Saul were better.then they ſhould have been. 
The one being a Toll-gatherer or Publican, and 
the other ablaſphemer, a perſccutor,an injurious 
Mat.g.9. perſon.and yet we ſte the one is made a Diſciple, 
Rom.1.1- the other an Apoſtle, | 


And thus God ſeemeth to deal for theſe 
reaſons ; | 


- Fixſt that the world may ſte that he 1s no 
reſpecter of perſons. When. Sax). was made 

King, it is not to be doubted but that there 

were in Tſrael many as beautifull and more fit 

than-he, and yethe is choſea. Were there not 

in the Camp of 1ſzael many. ſfironger thanDavid 

that might have undertaken the duell ? yea 

(urely ! the fleighting and opprobrious expreſ- 

1 Sam. 17+ fjons of Eliab confirm it. With whom haſt 
28: thou left thy fewlheep?yet he is choſen to fight 
for God. In tine, were there not wiſer men in 

the Jewiſh Church, than the twelve Apoliles, 

and more calme ſpirited and better temper'd 

i (even 


Saul among the Prophets, 52 


| (even in moralls) than Saw] ? ſarcly there were; 
and yet they are choſen to be God's month 
to the nations. - | 


Secondly, Becauſe he will keep men from 
boaſting or thinking better of themſelves than 
15 fit. Had he called the high prietts, they might 
Have thought it was becauſe of their dighitic, 
Had he called the Phariſees , they would: hive 
{aid their ſeeming Religion and outward 
profeifion was the cauſe of it. The princes and 
nobles they might have ſaid it was becauſe of 
their grandeur and ſuperiority in the world. But 
that all chejr mouths might be ſtopped, he-called 
the fooliſh & contemptible things of the world, 
that they might confound the wiſe, iz thoſe 
poor fiſhertnen that could bragg ofnothing but ; Tim. 1; 

_ 16. 


that they had obtained mercy, 
Thirdly, He doth not- look' at the qualitics 
and conditions of men when he intendeth- to 


call them to his ſervice, that he maybe known 

tohave that royall prerogative of changing the 

heart. Was not catching, of hh the maine 

delign of the four firſt cated Diſciples as toay ; 
be gathered from that exprefliori ? Maſter we Luxe 4.5. 
have toiled all night and havecatch'd nothing, 

Yet ſee how ſoon the caſe is altered, Chrift had 

no ſooner aid, Fearnot, &c. than ' they foar yg 1g, 
aloft into another ſphear and forgetting theix 

trouble lcave all and follow him. 


E 2 Fourthly 


52 


Object.l . 


Saul among che Prophete. 
Fourthly,; He looks neither at qualities nor 
conditions, that none may deſpair of his grace 


and mercy. Poor men, extortioners, perſecu- 
tors. blaſphemers. thieves and proud men, have 


been called, and fo way ſuch yetz God's hand 
is not ſhortned. | 


| The Doctrine thus proved, we ſhall apply 
thus : | 


Doth not God look at the conditions and 
qualities of men, when he intends to call them 
tohis {ervice.? Then let us admire his Wiſdom, 
for here it appeareth in a high degree. Who 
can be a better teacher of Hunulity.than he that 
hath been in a low «condition ? Who a greater 
inveigher againſt Extortion and Cruelty, than 
he that hath ſenſibly felt the cruelty of both ? 
Who a more tender-hearted Phyſitian, than he 
thar hath bcen mortally wounded ? All which 
we may {ce in thoſe now glorified Souls whom 


he then called, . 


© , Secondly, :Frpm hence we may take occaſion 


to xeprove thaſe unhappy, wretches,' who ſlight 
all outward calls and inward. motions : They 
{ce they may. be good: Were not ſome of thoſe 


already ſpoken C as bad as they ? -and yet bf&- 


came God's dailings and boſome-friends ? 


But *tis lik zwe would be good 106, if Chrift 
would immediately call us as he did them, 
0 


Saul among the Prophets. ' 53 

O ye fooliſh and perverſe Souls ! Why tempt nſw. 
ye Chriſt ? Was it not enough that he: ſtayed. 
on Earth thirty three years, pointing out. the 
way-to life eternal ? Would you have him come 
down again to teach you the way ? Was not a 
Sequere me,Follow me,thewhole of their Calls? 
And have you not the dame ſtill? 1s he not 
ſtanding on Mount Zzon, holding out the gol- 
den Scepter of his peace: to 'you in his holy 
Word, which he ſpoke with his blefſed Mouth, 
and ſeal'd with his precious Blood ? If this will 
not ferve your turns, aſſure your ſelves there is 
a day coming, - when his altawakening Voice 
ſhall make you appear, to receive the ſentence 
= Go ye curſed, And-this for the firſt Propo- 

tion. | 


The ſecond is, That the greateſt Saints have 


been Sinners. 


So much may be gathered from the firft 
word in the Text. Holy: St. Paxl, once a 
| bloody and cruel Sazl. Abraham, ſometimes 
a lyar, yet afterward Father of the faithful. 
Moſes, David, Solomon, Hezekiab, Fonah, Ma- 
thew.Zacheus, and all the reſt of thoſe Worthies, 
that now walk with the Lamb in white, have. . 
had their failings and infirmities, ſome lels, 
ſome more, yet are placed now above this Er-. 
ratick Globe, in thoſe Manſions that are: un- ' 
ſpeakable and full of glory. Is 
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And all the Reaſon we ſhall give at preſent, 


iS 3 Becauſe all are the Children of ſinful 4dam., 


who are all with him concluded under fin, Gal. 
$225 


The Inferences from this Dodrine might be 
many, a few of which we hall propoſe thus: 


Firſt, To caution all not to make thoſe glo- 
rified Saints patrons to our fins, and patterns 
of our lives, fo far as they were faulty 3 but 
covering, that with our love,which Chriſt hath 
covered with his Blood, their amendment and 
true repentance may be our exemplar, -in the 
whole courſe of our Journey through this val- 
ley of tears. St, Chryſoſtom preſſing the fame 
thing, is of the ſame mind : Donot (faith he) 
think that David's fault was recorded, that we 
ſhould imitate it, but it was propoſed for our 


riſing, Let us therefore walk circumſpeRtly and - 


watchfully, for we are not wiſer than David, 
who when he had negleQed his duty but a lit- 


tle, was thrown headlong into the very gulf of _ 


ſin, yet roſe again, Look not therefore upon 
him only as he ſinned, but as he wiped away 
his fin again, And therefore is this Story 
written ( to wit of David's fall ) not that ye 
ſhould conſider him only as fallen, but admire 
his rifing, that when thou falleſt thy ſelf, thou 
maift know how to riſe. To this purpole alſo 
St. Auftin, Many will fall with David,but they 
will not riſe with him. This example is not 

pro- 
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Saul among. the Prophets. 
propoſed, that thou maiſt fall, but that if thou 
dolt fall, thou maiſt riſe again. Beware then 
that thou fall not : Let not the falling of the 
rich bea pleaſure to the poor, but let the falls 
of great ones be a terror to thoſe below them. 
For this cauſe then it is propoſed, for this it is 
written, for this it is often read im the Churches, 
that they who have not: fallen (hearing) may 
not fall, and that they who have fallen may 
rife again. 


Secondly, To comfort and open a door of 
hope to all Believers; Have the greateſt Saints 
been Sinners ? Then be not you diſgouraged 3 
your God is the ſame as when he forgave them, 
his-bowels of mercy and tender compaſſion are 
no fewer, he hath the ſame ears to receive your 

rayers, and the fame bottle for your tears. 
nce, faith St. Baſil, Peter denied his Maſter 

. thrice, not that he might fall, but that thou 
mightſt have conſolation. And St. Bernard 3 
You have heard ( faith he ) what mercy our 
Apoſiles have obtained, that now, none of us 
being checked in the Court of Conſcience, 
. ſhould be confounded, by reaſon of our bo pat 
fins, more than is meet. *Tis-like' thou | 


committed ſome fin againſt thy: Generation 3 


but haſt thou done more than Pay] 2 What and 
if againſt thy Religion ? Haſt thon done more 
thay Peter ? Yet notwithſtanding all this, they 


(repenting from the bottom of the heart) have. 


not only obtain'd Salvation, but Holincſs alſo 3 
E 4 do 
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.do thou hkewile, : for the Scripture ſpeakerh 


.tor-theee. 5 _ c: 


- Thirdly, Have the greateſt Saints been Sin- 


ncrs? Then let none deſpair. Your fins are 


not ſo great, 'but Chriſt's merits axe greater 3 


your miſery is not {o deep, but his mercy is 


dceper-z your Souls are not fo deformed, but 


© Chiilt your Saviour's Blood can make them 


white and beautiful, Who ſhould deſpair, 
ſaith St. Bernard, for the greateſt offence, fince 


Saul who was breathing out threatnings againſt 


the people of God, was made a veſle] of electi- 
on? Whoſhould fay, Iam prefled down with 
the weight of my ſins, I cannot rife to better 
tiudies ? when in the very Journey, wherein 
he thirſied after Chriſtian þlood, and had his 
breaſt ſwelled with inveterate malice, this fierce 
Perſecutor is {uddenly changed into a faithful 
Preacher. Deſpair not, fſaith- St, Chryſoſtom, 
for though our wounds be grievous, yet they 
are not incurable, our Phyſitian being ſuch as 
hath provided ſeveral ways for our cure, = 


Fourthly, Have the greateſt Saints been Sin- 
ncrs? Then if we would become Saints, let us 
take the ſame courſe they. did, - They turned 
to God by true and unfeigned repentance, let 
us do ſo too : They importim'd the Throne of 
(race with inceflant prayers, let us do fo top : 
They pertormied thoſe works of. mercy com- 
manded by :God, let us do ſo too, that alter 

| eng 


. Saul among the Prophets. 
ter into the-joy-of our Lord. 
A ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
 WhenceI gather, 


That it is a bappy change when man leaveth the 
ſervice of ſin, aud becometh a ſervant of TFeſus 
Chriſt, . 


That this may be the more clear, I ſhall lay 
down theſe two things, namely, 

Firſt, What eſtate man is in while he ſerveth 
{\m 


condly, What, when he ſerveth Chriſt. 


To the firſt, Man while he ſerveth {in, his 
condition is moſt deplorable, and that for theſc 
Reaſons : 


' Firſt, Becauſe he that ſhould have his Will 
run in a ſtraight line with Heaven's Precepts, 
{ctteth himſelf tully in oppoſition to his Maker : 
And 'tis no wonder, there being ſuch a con- 
trariety betwixt the Nature of a holy God, and 
that of a ſinful man, which chooſeth the great- 
eft evil, and deſerteth the Summum bonum, or 


chick good. 


| Secondly, His condition is ſad, becauſe he 


runneth in arrear with God, for which | ON 
| w 
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the miſeries of this life (as they) we may en- , 


Saul among the Prophets. 

. Law bindeth him cither to payment or puniſh- 

ment, the tix{t of which of himſelf he can ne- 

ver make, and therefore nolens volens (without 

repentance ) muſt endure the other, Mat. 5. 
25,26, 


Thirdly, While man ſerveth fin, he maketh 
God his enemy, and incurreth his diſpleaſure 3 
and is it not a fearful thing to fall into the 
hand of an angry God ? Moſes thought him- 
felf in a fſirait when he had the Red Sea before 
him, a bloody Phararh behind him,and a phin - 
and barren Wilderneſs to cncamp in 3 but = | 
was his comfort, God was his Friend. 
oh ! what ſtrait ? what a miſerable condition 
are they in, that make the Lord their Enemy ? 
for to ſuch every drop of Water is a Seay every 
Man a Pharaoh, every Beaſt a Fury, every Stone 
a ſtumbling Block, and all prepared for their 
overthrow and utter ruine. 


Fourthly, While man ſerveth fin, he hateth 
God's prefence, and fecketh (with Adam) to 
ſhelter himſelf in the croud of the World, fo as 
he may neither fee his face nor hear his voice : 
Even like a man that is in priſon, and know- 
eth himſelf guilty of death, he is affrighted at 
nothing more vhan the light of his Judge, and 
the hearing of his jult ſentence. 


Fifthly, While man ſerveth ſin, he deſireth 
that he can never nor mult cver obtain, _ 
only 


Saul among the Prophets. 


only of Balaam's temper, all ſuch fooliſh wiſhes 


vaniſhing in {moak. What can render a man 
more miſerable in this life, than to have a de- 
fire to eat and drink, and cannot have fo much 
'as a morſel of bread, or a cup of water ? What 
can make a Soul more unhappy, than to have 
wiſhes (vain I mean) for Heaven and Happje 
neſs, and ſhall never attain it, 


Sixthly and laſtly, He that ſerveth fin is his 
own deſtroyer, Hoſ-13.9, They are the Au- 
| thors of their own danger, ſaith St, Ambroſe, 
becauſe they draw not near to God. And St. 
Baſil, They have deprived themſelves of that 
flvation which is from thee, for ſalvation fle- 
.eth not from them but they from it. From 

this you may ſee that the change would be 


happy. 


Now we will ſee what eftate man is in while 
he ſerveth Chrilſt. 


As in feveral reſpets ( while in the former 
eſtate ) he was miſerable.ſo now in all reſpedts 
he is happy and honourable, 


For clearing this we will conſider, 


I. The Maſter. 
2. The Service. © 
; h 3» The Reward. 


He 
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Qu 
He. that hath a mind to change ſervice, mriſt 
indy to know who (hall be his next Maſter.leſt 
he goes from cvil to worſe : But here there is 
no (uch fear 3 for ?tis neither the Devil, the 
Wortd, nor the Fleſh, Riches, Honour, Beauty, 
Leaming, Strength, long Life, nor any Crea- 
ture or created Being, mutt challenge any pro- 
pricty here, but ir is Jeſus Chrili, 


And now methinks ye begin already to fee 
the happinc{s of the-change, though I hope you 
may {cc it better, it ye obſerve with me, 


I, Who thy Feſus Tp 
2. What be #. 


Who is he ? The Son of God, the Heir of 
Heaven and Earth 3 he it is that hath written 
nvpon his veſture and thigh, King of Kings.and 
Lord of Lords 3 he that made the World ;. he 
cf whom the Prophets ſpake 3 . he that appeared 
to the Patriarchs in the torm of an Angel, who 
m the tulneſs of time was cloathed with hu- 
mane Fleſh, and on the Croſs in a gore of 
blood, when he glorihed his Father, fatished 
his Juſtice, and faved us. 


This I have given as a taſte,being more able 
to fay that I know him not .as I ought, than. 
that I know him as I ſhould , however the 
ſcarchers of the Scripture will tnd, him, who 
15 Eternal life, | 

| Sccondly, 


Saul among the Prophets, 
' Secondly, What is he? this can beſt be reſolved 
by ſcrious conſideration of what he 15 not, Yet 


if any' are reſolved to change Maſters ( and 
would to God that all had ſo purpoſed ) Tſhall 


point out ſome of his properties, taults he hath + 


NONE, 


And firſit,He is an humble Maſter, Mat.1 1.29. 
Learn of me, for T am meek, and lowly : Thele 
are his own words ; which it ye will not be- 
lieve, hear what his Servant and our Apolile 
ſaith, Phil:2. verſ,6,7.8. Let this mind alſo be 
in you whith . was in Chriſt Jeſus, who being in 
the form of God, thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God, but made himſelf, of no reputation, and 
; took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made 
an the likeneſs of men, and. being found in faſhion 
4s a man, he humbled himſelf, and: became obedi- 
ent unto the death of theCrofi, If ever-there was 
a man in the World: ( as a leamed Worthy of 
our Age ſaith ) that had reafon to be putt up, 
ſure ;enough it was he; Was not his Know- 
: ledge: ( hke himſelf ) "infinite ?' though never 
-any. boaſted fo little of it, living obſcute in a 
corner of Galilee, titl' he was thirty years of 
ape... And was not his Power as great'as that : 
T can (faith he, Mat,26.55-.) pray to my Father, 
and be ſhall preſently grve me more than twelve Le- 
gions of Angels. And yet ſuch was his Huruli- 
ty, that he did not inſult over the meanelt 
Creature : When they would have made him a 
King, and given him a Palace; he chole rather 

| (C6) 


— 
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to abide in. the Deſart with ſach as himſelf, 
poor humble men. In ſum, His Humility was 
ſo great, that he ſtooped to do his own Ser- 
vants the meaneſt ſervice, ( waſhed their feet ) 
and heard the petitions of the poorett Beggars, 
and does yet ſo ; for though he be made high- 
er than the Heavens, yet he condeſcends to 
dwell with ſinful mortals. 


I this all ? No. 


For as he is Humble.ſo he is Loving, full of 
tenderneſs and bowels of compaſſion to thoſe 
that deſerve nothing, yea towards thoſe that 
deſerve. ill at his hands. Should I infift upon 
this, I ſhould begin long before the 
World's exiſtence 3 for, he loveth with an 
everlaſting Love. And as for his Life , 
was it not all made up of | divine flames? As 
witneſs his indefatigable pains for our good'up- 
on the deaf, the dumb. the blind, the lame, the 
Demoniacks, Paralyticks, Lunaticks, yea even 
upon the dead themſelves. His very Enemies 
taſted largely of his Bounty 3 for when be 4was 
to breathe out his lafi, it was for their good : 
5" forgive them, for they know not what they 


Is this all ? No. 
For as he is humble and loving, ſo moſt PÞ | 


ous. Though he was the Son of God, yethe 
| ” | always 
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always remembred that he was the Son of Man, 
acknowledging his Father upon all occaſions. 


When he was to cat Bread, he bleſſed before 
he broke it ; and Lagzarxs is not raiſed from Jeh.r1,46 
the dead, without the payment of his devotion | 
to Heaven. Did henot many times forſake the 
company even of his Diſciples, for a-more un-. - 
interrupted converſe with his Father ? ſpend- 
ing whole nights in praycr. | 


Is this all ? No. 


As he is humble, loving and pious, ſo moſt 
Charitable.Never any extended an empty hand 
to him, and withdrew it ſo z never any ask'd 
alms.and went away empty : So far were they 
from that, that he always gave more than they 
aSked, When the Paralytick was brought to 
him,- no doubt it was the reftauration of Bis 110 ,: 
Limbs, and that only, they looked: after: But —”_ 
his Charity : exceeding, their demands, added 
the forgivenels of his tins. | 


' Is this all ? No. 


As he is humble, loving, pious and charita- 
ble, fo the moſi Patient perſon that ever the 
Earth bore. This the calm receipt of coatume- 
lies in this life, and matchleſs ſufferance of heb- 
liſh and inhumane indignities at -his death,ſufh- 
ciently declate, His ference Brow was never 


cloud=- 
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clouded 3 nor did his Eyes dart a beam of re- 
venge 3 his Tongue never uttered a clamorous 
or indecent expreſſion 3 nor his Hands offer vio- 
Tence to any 3 but as 4 ſheep is dumb before his 


Tia.e3.7. ſhearers, ſo be opened not his mouth. So' well 


tempered were all his Aﬀedtions, that he always 
eyed the futnre glory, not the preſent gficf”: 


Heb.12. 2+ For the joy that was ſet before him, he endured 


Uſe 1. 


the Croſi,, deſpiſing the ſhames 
Is this all ? No. 


For as he 1s humble, loving, pious, charitable 
and patient, ſo moſt Juſt. Gave he not to Ce- 
ar the things that were his, and to God tht 
things that.were God's ? He will as ſoon deny 
himſelf, as ſuffer the leaſt ſervice to be done 


\ without a reward. A cup of cold water ſhall 


have its retribution 3 a figh, a groan, a tear, a 
prayer, a merciful and charitable work, ſhall 
have an eternal recompence. - And now I hope 
you ſee the happineſs of the change, when the 
ſervice of {in is left, for that of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Let what is ſaid then ſerve to reprove' thoſe 
that love to live, and rc{olve to die in the ſer- 
vice of fin : For let ſuch' perſwade themſelves 
what they will of their imaginary happineſs, 
of all men they are moſt miſerable. . Their Mas 
ſer is a Tyrant, proud, ſpitetul, wicked, un- 
charitable, impatient and unjuſt ; their ſervice 
is Soul-damning ſlavery, when 'it appears in 

its 


Saul among the-Prophets 
its beſt robes. 3 and their reward | cterrial! 
flames, | 


' Bat if any ſuch ſhould ſay," T think the change Ohjef, 


bappy, and I would willingly become Chriſt's Ser-' 
vant \ but I fear I am ſo far engaged to the other . 
ſervice, that I cannot get off. 


If theſe thoughts of thine be TE thou —_ | 


haſ made a good progreſs: It it be {o, fearno 
former engagement; - Haft . thou made a-cove-: 
nant with death and hell ?- It js:void : Fhis- 
Maſter to whoſe {ervice I invite thee, came ins! 


to the World to diſanul fuch engagements. *Tis: : | 


true, thou canſt not clear thy ſelf, but thy new 
Maſter is ſo loving and charitable, that he will 
knock off thy ſpiritual fetters, and pour the 
Balm of Gilead-wto the wounids'of thy Soul.) 


him. 


' But T am ” aftaid my condition wil not _ wi Oh 2, 


- Tf thou layeſt thy ſins afide, be thy: outward Anſw. 


condition what it will, thowart fit, for his ſer-., - 
vice. - What-art thou ? A King? So- is: hee} 


Art thou a-King's Son ? So is-he,; Art thowa 


| Judge ? So is-he, Art. thou a Pricki ? Sois he... 

Art thou a, Husbandman? - So-15 he. | Art thou . 
a:Shepherd ? So is he. Art chou- poor and.con-. 
temptible in the eye of the World ?. So was he.,, 
The 'F oxes had nos, and the Birds of the air 


thd nets, but the Son of Man bad nat where 
F to 
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to lay his head.” Let none of theſe things skare 
thee from his ſervice. 


Objet.3. But if I ſhould enter into his ſervice,T am afraid 
be will caft me off again, and then I ſhall be worſe 
than before. 


Anſw. Fear nothing, af this 3 for whom he once 
Johir3.t- loveth, he =. to the end; the giftsand cal- 
Rom. 11+ ling of God are without tatice : Be thou 
29- but careful to ſerve him, if thou do amiſs 
at any time through'ignorance or inadvertency, 
beg pardon and oe; for he is gracious and 
Plal.86. 5. merciful, and ready to forgive. 


Objett.4, O but I an afraid his ſervice is hard. 


Anſw, Granting it to be ſo,thon maiſt comfort thy 
{eff with theſe two things : 

Firſt, That the time of thy ſervice here is 

_ ſhort (even a moment) in reſpe& of cter- 


+ Tims. | "Secondly, The reward | is \ exceeding 
Luk-22-25- oreat ; Tis a Crown, "tis a Kingdom; *tis an” 


—_— Inheritance, *tis an ctetnal w - >. gp Þ 
2005-417 | Bt 1 add alfb whac he hor 4 


11, verſe 30. M is eaſie; and my | 
light : wha ts Serra ' if. = agar 
LMmans ore not 


1 Joh.5.3- Me 


7 


| Saul among 5 the Prophets 63> : 


I. would. willingly offer him my ſervice, if I Ohjety;* 
ke where he dwelletb. 


I thought that by this time you might ave 4nſw- 
known, ſccing neither Earth nor Hell. can af 
ford one with ſuch endowments. Where then' Pla 
can he be but in Heaven ? And there he is, his -«"* $8.6 
Thronc is there; whither that ye mp fieer:a Pſal.r1.4. 
direct courſe, take the ſhip of Faith, helm of 
the Word, ſails of Hope, and wind of Prayer, 
nothing doubting g, for they: will carry. you to 
the place where he: dwelleth, and: poſle(s you 
of tus ſervice, 


Is the change happy ? Then. let me exhon: 7] 2 
all ſuch as have not yet laid down: their refolu- + _- + 
tions whom to ſerve, to accept of this Maſter, 
who hath {ent me to tell them, that whatſo- 

ever happines he promiſeth in his Word, they 
may expect its pexformance, with-infiniteaddi- | 
tions. 


Is the change happy ? Then let ſuch as be Uſe 3. 
his Servanis already, from hence be fully aff 
red of their expedtcd joy, whatever their and 
_ enemies ſay ta the cotitrary. «| Far the no Thass 4.10; 
ny kindneſs ol wn depart from | 28s 
meg wrgmt.an... "4 remonedſaith aw 
that bath mercy on thee, 


a I 
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OdjeB..\ | \ Butt now if a" truly religious Sowl: ſhall fay, & F 
dans T have aſſurance enough on God's part (who 
is unchangeable) yet T find the wings of my od | 
©. fo:often flow, that I fear T but decerve my ſelf, and 


am not really his S ervant. 


Arſe. *Though it night be abGeds« aticfactory 
: enough, to tdl'ſuch, that rhefe-very fears ar- 
gue hincerity 3 , yet for further fatisfaftion, I 
(hall lay down ten Marks,whereby a good Ser- 
vant may be known. As 
_ Furſt, A good Servant is. wholly onddeit by 
the will of his Maſter (laying aſide his own) 
So the Servants of Chriſt comply with his Will, 


- - Whatever fleſh and blood fay to the contrary 3 
Phil.3.8. .they count all things but loſs and dung for the 
gaining of Chriſt. 


Secondly,” A good Servant puts- himſelf into 

-his Maſier's power, who may difpole of him as 

he pleaſeth.:: So do the Servants of Chriſt, A | 
Gibbet, an Ax, a Saw.a Rack, a Fire, or what- 

| ſoever may be invented for cutting the thread 

.* . of their lives, is more welcome than all the 
treaſures of. the Tadies, if. he ſay it ſhall be'(o. 
AQ-21-13*;7 am ready (laith St, Par!) not to be bound on- 
. Jy, but alſo. to die-at Fernſalem. for the Name of 

| = Lord Jeſus. How excellent and worthy ob- 
_{crvation and imitation wasthat ſaying of Þ- ft 

_ \natzus,. Let the fire, the Croſs,: wild © beaſts, 
breaking of bones, rending of members, and 
bruiſing of the whole body, yea and the tor- 
:88cnts of the Devilſeize upon me, provided I 


way 


. Saul-adwng the Prophets. 

may monancel Jeſus:Chriſt,. And! that:of. Lu- 
\ther, Mallens/ rere cum Chriſto qizam regnare«sciem 
' Ceſare; 1 had Tather be ruined: with than reign 
-without Chriſt, - Such miaghanKniry _— = | 
- Servants. I or 

. Thixdly, A —_ Sarvaie will-be of: his Ma- 1,211.7 
' ſier's Religion: (provided. it be good)): thatdll | 
..cauſe of difſention, may be.taken away *..S6 the 
Fae of, Og Fwich | ante 'of: hieattiob- 


Lb £4$43%n +4 &4* 


i fon but, the fk Maſks efodFe 2 Sam.12- 
abs Meſſage to David at the Siege of Rizhhuh : 27:28: 
Io the Servants,of-E-brift when Ahey have;done 
zall ,, they. count themſelves unprofitable Ser- Luk-17-10- 
vantsgoncluding, all with," -Npz-2ento-ns 0 Lora, Pal, 11 5.5. 
Lage unto I _ ve. alorys: \\rn \\.'Q0 AT ek 
rvantthinka(h _ 
"much h be bokdingtg nQne. as-t9\hs 
So the Sexyants.gfi'Chrift, when\ t enki 
his ns Fg Wiſdom and Pamvenrtd chat 
+ tis, jneffable Gopdeſs bn . theixrRe- 
emption, [and thoſe. daily expercrecs dfithirir 
preſervation; then pry they.out, Wimhine 4: Plal.73-25- 
an Heaven but theft ra; Nu doing and wr mY © 
.;Sixebly,A good Servant will beſare'$o. ſped <4 
all the good hegan of, his Maker, : "Fo did: fhra- Gen 24.25 
ham's Servant;anil.fo'do the Sexvants offChailſt. 
1s his Temple doth'every one Broke i gl3s: [i Pal.29.9- 
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--  Seventhly,. A good Servant Joveth all thoſe 
that-{peak wellot'his Maſter, "This did David, 
and thus do-all- the reſt of Chriſt's Friends : ; 
witneſs St. Fobn*s ſo often prolſijg i it as a duty 
to love one another ( meaning fellow-Chriſti- 

Gal.6,10--aris) and St. Pars, Let-ns do good to all men, 
bit eſpetialyto the howſhold of faith, 

Eighchly,- A - good Servant is *content to be 
with--his. Maſievin proſperity and adverlity : 
So:-Chrilt's Servants are not-dfraid of a ſtorm: 3 
their Maſter-is as: lovely in their eyes when he 

is repreſented | eating "gall; drinking yinegar, 
and -weaving&C Deer 'thoms, as when he is 
2? £ On in wich Vioſant's;" or attended with 
i - Ninthly, A goid Servent-witk ive and die 
de IE with kis Mater: So'thoſcthat have once tafted 
: -:: 1. - okChnffsSweetnels, oy with'the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter, Whither ſhall we'go'? for thox haſt the words 
of: eternal life. [And with Polycarp, I have'been 
bis | Servant fourſcore and ſix years, all -which-tinee 
the never once" has the, Twill not Peak ill of,” 'or 
deave hint 30w." 
+ Laftly, A 4 non Brant: dnpecteth all froeh 
this'Maſter': \$othe Servants of God and Chriſt, 
| DaviddothYo,Pfel.44:6;7: "Por 1 ill nor vr 
in ny tow, gl neither ſhall my ſword" ſave me, \biet 
ol Mend pete dra: 
| S 155 - <ome (4 'an ona 
7 af boomed wo theWorJd' is deceitfnl; the 
. Fleſh is frail ; hurt in him is-theirvepoſe- Who- 
foeyer then knoweth theſe Marks | in kiwdell, 
FÞ | . -  - __need- 
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needeth not doubt but he is Chriſt*s Servant 
of whom 1 can ſay no more than what the 
. Queen of Sheha {aid to Solomon, Happy are thy 
. men, happy are thoſe thy ſervants who ſtand be- 
Fore thee continually, and that bear thy wiſdom. 

' This for-the happinels of the change, in xc- 


ſpect of the Maſter. 
I come now to. my ſecond Conſideration 


: promiſed, which was, The Service, which alſo 
maketh the change happy, [if we look at 


I. The Pleaſure 1 

2. The Profit ' 

3» The Honowr Lof this. Service. 
4+ The Junacency | 
5. The Aceeptableneſs } 


gr. ator oogrs 

| ante... Þ For sf Pal. 

| good. Ch Dang ſing praiſes to bis Nameyfyr __ | 
at.4s pleaſant, All RO go tedivul(- 

.neſs firti or:latiz but this deli : Thisis ul- 

#o. affirmed-by:the.man after: Fs own heart, 
2IPſal. 40, 8. :T delight todo thy. Will, \O my:Gotl, 
. yea thy Law is within my heart, \ In the malvi- : 
-$4de: of . my.thaughts us Ame thy comfornf'the- © 94 $ 
light, my ſoxl. Thy Teſtimaniies are my delight and . 

-my Counſellors... It is .a pleaſant' thing C faith pgy. ; 
Solomon Yto: bebold the. Suz. But O | How much age". mw 
- more pleaſant..s it to behold the Son of Righ- 
reculrcls as one .of his domeſiicks, who- is 


compounded .of. FT delighs | and 
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 tisfacion ? 
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« tisfaction ? witneſs the tranſtendent ſweetneſs 
of his Preſence, - and the refreſhing influences of 
his Spirit. - If we look into'a Gafden of our 

- own planting, and there. fee:every thing ver- 
dant and thriving, the Trees blooming; Roſes 

- budding, Herbs difplaying -their leaves, and 
Flowers their beauties, with 'their aromatical 
perfumes :- Doth'it not breed a kind'of delight 
. and pleafure in us ? Tt doth. But of what con- 
tinuance ? Short: .eyvough- 3 for ſuddenly the 
fruit and leaves fall from the trees, and the ſap 
to the root 3 iſo that-»they-are mn a+manner dcad, 
the Roſes blawn.,and the Herbs withered. But 
. the Service of Jeſus makes and keeps a continu= 
ed Summer in the+Souls of -all -his Servants : 
There the Trees. .of \Prayer, Meditation and 
Charity, are like Aaron's Rod, budding bloom- 

[.ing.and bringing {forth fruit at'once. | But 

:-. + +. \Secondly,:As this Service: is pleaſant; fo it:is 
.profitable;'\ - x Term. 4; 8.1 Godlineſs 'ir profitable 

- wu -all. things, baving promiſe of the life that now 
-ir,and:that which is to come.' Itiputs us in pol- 
 JAcſhon of all: that Heaven hath promiſed,” and 
what-is it he hath not? For-this life, whatiis 

© _ _ . ©, - Mere advahtageous than-protection ?. '\And this 
'< '<'** .weacallured of: both in the Old and New Te- 
Ge2.1 9.7. faments. In the Old doth he.'not promiſe, 
_ ;., . that hewill be a God to Abrahamz\and' tor his 
Joh.144z3«i{ced after him ?. In . the New:\is.not the ſame 
- promiſe renewed ?' I will net leave :you comfort- 

-leſs,' I will come to. you. Proſperity, health, vi- 

.ctory over cnemies, and' whatſoever conduccth 


f ta 


- Saul @nokg-the Prophets. 2 I 
.to \our being and wdl-bei ng,” are pronviſed. 
. And:not only theſe here, both Heaven, : the bea- 
. tifick Vition of Father, Son, and Holy. Ghoſt, 
the company of Angels, and glorified-Spirits. of 
jult men. made ' pertect, freedom from-fin..and 
.miſery,. with the fruition of all things, -able to 
make the Soul eternally happy. | 


But 1 am 4 Huhandman, ſaith, one 3 Tama Objef, 
| Mechanick, , ſaith; another; 1 am a Merchant, 
ſaith 6 third ; a _ Enplingoor or-the ſervice 


FCofpie 2; 


"It profits you aowach' in this, That it bids you 4yſzp, 
"ok to as in all;your actions, where God?s 
-glory-and ous; Neighbour's good axe concern- 
ed. If thou art a Husbandman or a Mechanick, 
'it-teacheth thee tobe content with. that: ſtate of 
life God hath placed; ;thee in, and not; repine 3 
it being-a Statute-Royal. enacted in thei'Court 
of Heayen, That thou muſt:carn thy, bread with 

ithe {wet of thy;brow... If, thou be. a Merchant, 

it, will keep thee from, falſc weights ang ballan- 

C083): wn trom,| | cammiting. tak, kainous and 

hateful fi lm-of Ukry, 

'c:; Thirdly, As! this Service is pleaſant and pro- 

fitable, o -it..ig honourable. | Iſa-43<4+ ya 
#hou maſt, precious in my fght, thou. baſt been bo- 
new able, and I baverlpued thee >" Ni: 13 * m__ 
give,men. for thee;\ ang. people for gby life. ,_ 

58.13,14. If 2how-tig away thy "fox from the 


Sabbath, from deing thy Pleaſure 0 071 my holy Us 
an 


= 


%4 -'Sanl among the Prophets. | 
and call: the Sabbath a delight, the boly of abe 
- Lord, : honowrable, 1d fpalt honour him, not do- 
ing thine own ways, nor-finding thine own plea- 
| fave, mor 4bine own dy Then ſhalt 
thou delight thy elf in ybe "Lord, and I will cauſe 
tbee-30 ride -upon-tbe bigh places of the certb and 
Feed thee with the beritage of Facob 4by Fatber ; 
for the month of the Lord bath ſpoken it, , That 
Service may-truly be faid+to'be honourable.that 
maketh the worker {03 -but this alone you ſec 
45ſuch, and-all other -will-be found otherwiſe. 
If we ſerve the Devil, the Wor|d;and our own 
Fleſh, after whatſoever manner,* we [hall tind 
' that the __ is not-only may nur in the 
_eyes-of God ur alfo in theeyes of men-z 
| _ asthe ſervice of Chrit is honourable31 
:Fourthly, / As it-is pleaſant, proficgble and 

: honourable, {> t- is a:moſt hinocent-ſervice : 
/ Not' becauſe «they -that (ſerve ' him, cannot &q 
evil, -or 'bectnſe of impotency and'-want :of 
nears {o 10d -but-becaulſe-they want'd Will 

"todo it * (Thoſe, a7 r6uheard before, 'bei 

-wholly refigned-eo.OhriR, 0 be niled- ahddit 
poſed #: at his pleaſure) and! becauſe they: make 
1t-their-bifineſs: to ſerve God by-innocent and 
holy lives, and have'Chrift's Tinocency impu- 
Pral.25.6, Xed_ to. "them, This - the 'P/almcift + rotefſeth, | 
| when hefajth, Tl waſh min bands in-inno- | 
C ney and. ſo". will \T comipaſ?'? 4bine. Altar , O 
It is innocent, beearife-they do harm to 
none, bue as much good apthey can, =. Tot ) 


{ 
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Saul among the Prophets  '75 
to the houſhold of faith. Itis alfo mnocent in 
reſpe& of the event ; he that believeth or ſerv- 
_eth Chriſt ſhall never be confounded, 

Fifthly, As 'it is ptcaſant, profitable, honou- 
rable and innocent, ſo it'is' a moſt Acceptable 
ſervice. 'Ff thou doſt well, ſhalt\thou not be ac- Gen, ,, 
cepted ? That is, Thou ſhalt ſurely be accepted. 
When our Apoftle had ' ſhown the Romans, Rom. 14: 
wherein the Kingdom of God (or Grace) con- 18. 
fiſted, that it was righteouſneſs, 'and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and not in indifferent 
things, as \meat and drink, he ſubjoyneth in yerſ x > 
the next\Verſe; That 'he that ſerveth Chriſt in 
thoſe thingy, is 2 able'to.God,” ard approved of 
men. © And riow ] hope the change is happy in 
Teſpett: of the'Service. 
» But' before'we paſs to the thixd Conſiderati- 
'an, give me leave NS is, home to our 
Thyes by Application, thws : 


Fs there, ariitychery bed Fy Ange, FO 
” is plenfany, prohitzbleHonourable, mngcent and 
©? 'Then'ler me exhorc all of you,and 
be 5 a5 we ove our Souls, to quit our old 
Vorvice: "which" at the beſt is bat_Amarum tul- Yor 
ce, a bitter \ſweer,! Unprofitable, diſhonourable, 
Iyable to punithingit.an d-al er deſpicable: ; Maxpoye 
Which that'we tay Qo, let. us mind thoſe that 
y to cont us; tug” _— 
FirkGod himRIf ioviteth us to this Service. 
But tho haft played the'barlot with many lovers, Jer-3-1. 


Jr return wo wh, ſaith rhe'Lord, "And in ar 
7t 
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Saul. among the. Prophets. 
72th Verſe; And 1 ſaid, after ſhe. bad: done all 
ibeſe things, turn unto: me, And that he may 


either turn us, or leave us. inexcuſable, he pey- 
ſonates all thoſe Relations, ;that,may of right 


claim our obedience... He calls as a Father, 7e” 


31.20, Is Epbraim: .my ew fon'? Is be 5 


'Jant child ? for ſince T ſpakg againſt bim, 1 
. earneſtly remember him i > jtberefore. my. bowels 


, are troubled for bim, 1 wil ſ wrely bave m.rcy-0# 


 *bim, ſaith the Lord... Asa: Me 5 4 15, 
.Can a woman Forget ber. ſucking c chi 


2:14 7 


hs through th "e. fire ubou (tall. 


t ſhe 
bold not have compaſſion, oft, the ſou of her mombp 
Yea, they ma t 'Tget, of mh pyil; -#0t forget thee, 

*s a Pony, 1ſa.1.18, rf and tet i 

reaſon together, ' ſaith the, wah your ſins 

"be as hr all be as as ſnow thaugb 

tbey be red, like. | inn 3 all be as. wpoly. 

As a Nurſe, 4 IIb, $4 rEpbraim 44 8 

31d, Thoed "And erle. >&e: I taught bing 

alſo to go, taking bim by the arms, &c. As 3 


liberal giver 14.5,d. F ak 
20 If a, IE $ol2 je dhe 
ſerver, a + Is _ <8 
ater I 5-0 = 7 odio 
they ſpall et fon Fare. w | AIR 
+ be. rAtj 0cit oex 
am 


= Jhall the flame kindle upou_theefar 14am the;Lord 
W God, he One. thy $8244" 

Who VT” not think, alc near Balatly 
ons, and melting expr .Fy@uld-thaw zhe 


I, | molt frozen heart ? W 6. .deax,thane p 


* gender and loying, Father, b7 . we. not. hear 


him 7. 
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ro our health than the 'advice of the Soul-Phy- 
fitian;and ſhall we not receive it ? What greater 
care than that of a'N arſe, and ſhall we not ſuf- 
fer it ? What more'profitab!e than favour with 
Heaven's Stoxe-keeper.and do we deſpiſe him ? 
What more deſirable than preſervation, and do 
we not prize it ? «4 


er. o_ 
J"* 


him ?' What more indulgent than"'s Mother, ' 
and will we not hearken *- What tending more 


Secondly, The Son of God. invites us, Mat, 


111.28, Come unto me all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, "and IT will give you rift , take my 
yoke «pou you, and learn of me, fir Tam meek 
and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt to your 
ſouls. And not with bare words are we invi- 
ted, but with that Heaven-amazing cry, Eli, 
El, Lammaſabachthani, His invitations are rc- 
al, not complemental ; for he hath opened his 
breaſt, and ſheen iis his heart,- that we might 
-not diſtruſt his prociules, if we carne into his 
Terpive, 


"Thirdly; The 200d FER are mylters; be- $ 


ing, as the Apotile faith; miniftring Spirits, 
and filling the Heavens with their joys when 
we enter into Chriſt $ Service. Theſe we muſt 
"contider ffi, © 

Secondly, Sce Oy katnerieaBitil Chiif ma- 


Luk.15.7« 


eth, when we will not come. Sorrowful ex- - 


ons are not-enough to diſcover his grief, 
in paſſionate bitterneſs and bitter Pp: 
bi "Adis thole Eyes brighter than't e 


with 
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Saul among the Prophets: 
with the peerleſs and precious drops of finleſs; 
(but Soul-ſaving) tears. O Feruſalem, Feraſa- 
lem, thn that killeft the Prophets,and ſtoneſt them 
which are ſent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gather- 
eth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 


not. | h 

Thirdly, Conſider, atd that ſeriouſly, that 
the World endutes only in expeQation of our 
coming. And can we think, that the vaſt ex- 
pence in maintaining this mighty Fabrick is for 
nought ? No. *Tis not that the wicked may 
favour Hell and defpiſe Heaven, but it is for 
God's Jewels, his Servants, his Ele&'s' fake. 
Foh.10.16. And other ſheep I have which are not 
of this fold, them alſo I maſt bring, and they ſhall 
hear my voice, and there ſhall be one fold and one 


Fourthly.Conſider the great preparation that 
is made in Heaven for —* Him come to this Sex 
vice. And that brings me to the laſt thing pro- 
poſed, to prove the happineſs of the change 3 
and md is, The Reward. . 

Which is a tecompence out of mercy given 
td the Servants of Chrift, after all their labours 
In his ſervice, and that is Heaven,with its cnd- 
leſs joy and happineſs. ., 
| Now that this of it {elf is. cnoogh to make 
the change happy 3 Conſider yet the Names 
and Titles it hath in the Book of God all 
things in it elſe being beyond: our capacity, till 
Heayen immortalize us, and make us ſee wah 


Saul: among the Prophets. 
axc-ſeen, and know as we are known.z: toge= 
ther with'the Company and Employment. 

As for the Names, they are many : As 


Firſt, ?Tis called a City, Heb. 11. 16, For 


be bath prepared for them a City, and that not a 
little one. Rev.21.10, And he carried me away 
in the Spirit to a great and high Mountain, and 
ſhewed me the great City no doubt it is: ſo,[ce- 


ing there are many Manſions in it, red for Joh.14.4 


millions of millions of glorified Bodies after the 
day of Judgment, 

Secondly, *Tis- called Light, Col.1. 12. G+ 
ving thanks unto the Father, who bath made us 


meet to be partakgrs of the mheritance of the Saints 


ar light ; that is, the ever glorious, and ever 
lightſome, and blefled inheritance of the Saints 
i Heaven. | | 

And. it is fo called, becauſe there, there is 
no need of Sun or Moon, being as it were all a 
great Sun from every point, ingout wholc 
rivers of heavenly Light. And indeed it cannet 


be otherwiſe, ſince *tis ſaid, That the Wall of rev.or. 1 
x is. Jaſper, the Foundation precious Stones, I9,20,21- 


the Gates Pearls, the Streets paved with pure 
Gold. O! faith one on the place, How brave,, 
how glorious, how beautiful, how gliſtering, 
how gorgeous, how admirable a City is this ? 
For it the Gates be Pearls,and the Streets Gold, 
what are the inner Rooms? What thedinjr 
and lodging Rooms? O! How un 

ts the 
throw down their Crowns and Scepters before 
ie ? Thirdly, 


glory of this City, ſeeing Kings ſhall * '- 


i 
Oo 


I Cor.1 Zo 
I2. 


 ceedeth the other as far as an earthly King deth 
Bo | 


Sanl among the Prophets. 

' Thirdly, *Tis called a Kingdom; Mat.£5:34- 
Then ſhall the King ſay to them on bis right hand, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you. Do not we hold King- 
doms to be the top of earthly happinefſes? Ele, 
how ſhould there be ſo much firife about them? 
Who hath not obſerved, faith Sir Walter Raw- 
leigh, What labour, praCtice, peril, bloodſhed 
and cruelty, the Kings of the Earth and Princes 
of the World have undergone, exerciſed, taken 
upon them,and committed, to make themſelves 
and their Iſſue Maſters of the World ? But, 
though this be far better,being a heavenly King+- 
dom,how little conteſt is there about it ? Now 
all the Readers of this may ſee how the World 
befools it ſelf; in doting on the ſhadow, neg- 
Ieting the ſubſtance, ſeeing this Kingdom-ex- 
r. F £371 
Fourthly, *Tis called a Crown, a Crown:of 
glory, 1 Pet.5.4. And when the chief Shepbird 
ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a Crown of glory; 

A Crown of ſplendour, Mat.13.43. Then ſb 
the righteous ſhine forth as the Sun in the King- 
dom of  therr Father, A Crown: of life, Rev; 
2.10. Be thou faithful unto' death, and T will 
give thee the Crown of life, A Crown of riches 3 
none comparable to it, both within and with= 
out : Within, this Crown 'is' lined with'-the 
truc-and perfe& knowledge of 'God : For How 
we ſee but darkly and in a glaſs, but then face: 
to face, with true and unſpeakable joy, - -Andl'yo 
op __ nom 


Saul among the Prophets. 31 
now therefore have ſorrow, but Twill ſce you again, 
and your hearts ſhall rejoyce, and yoter joy none ta- 
keth from you. Without, your Bodies wearing 
this Crown, ſhall have ſpirituality ; they are Mat-22-32- 
as the Angels of God. Clarfty; or brightneſs, 
Phil.3. 21, Our. vile bodies ſhall be changed, 
and made like Chriſt's glorious Body, I1m- 
mortality ; there is no Death” in Heaven, 'but 
that ſhall be ſwallowed up in immortality.” . 

Laſtly, *Tis' called a Sabbath, IJa. 66.23. 
And it ſhall come to paſi, that from one new Moon 
to another, and from one Sabbath to another, ſhall 
all fleſh. come to worſhip me;ſaith the Lord. And 
*tis thus called becauſe of reſt, ſanRification, 
ſacrifices, new cloathing, gathering together 
"of the Elect to their everlaſting refreſhment. '* 

This for the Names /'of the Reward. The 
next thing is | 

The Company, From commerſe and con- 
verſe with mortals, we become the affociates 
of the ever-living God, that cxeated all things 3 
fellow-heirs with Chriſt, the World's Redeem- 
er 3 beloved” companions of the Holy Ghoſt, 
that fandtifieth ſinners 3 Seraphims, Cherubins, 
'Thrones, Dominions, Principalities, Powers, 
Vertues, Atrchangets, Angels, ( if ſome name 
this heavenly Holt aright ') Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Confeſſors, Martyrs, ſhall be the meaneft of our 
po 1234 And a 
Laſtly, tor our Employment, it na- SI 
tural to ogy ear x 9-org There ſhall be no 


ſweat of face through hard labour, dimneſs of 
; G Eyes, 


$2 


Saul among the Prophets. 
eyes, fiiffnels of ſinews, no tears. n 
cryes, no ears 5 what we do (ball fl rap: AE 
from us, viz linging.. of Hynins and Hallchu- 


jabs to him that fitteth on the Throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever and ever, . 


And now I hope you ſee the change happy, 
and I am perſwaded that you are convinced of 
the truth of what I have delivered 3 and wiſh- 
ing you to continue o, take in the laſt place 
this Exhortation 3 and fo I conclude the time - 
and Text. 


For God's and your Soul's ſakes, leave all 
our other Services, and take this while it may 
be had, Now is the time or never 3 now is 
the day of Grace 3 now is the Saviour of the 
Worl Rm—_— ſinners ; now the door of 
Mercy is the Bowels of the Son of 
God melt $91 guſh out with infinite ſtreams of 


' divine Love toward you. Come then, though 


it be at the ninth or deventh hour, not doubt- 
ing but you ſhall receive your penny. 
ake St. Paw] for your Guide and Patron, 
who though he was as one born out of time, 
yet became the Servant of Jeſus Chriſt 'To 
__ be Glory, Amen. | 
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The Fourth Sermon. 


REV. IL 10. 


Be thou faithfull unto Death, and 1 
| will givethee a Crown of Life. 


FEre Fcome hereto day with a deed, 
W& or diſpolition for every one *of 
WER you in'my hand 3 by which you 

Wee might have free;and fall poſſeſtion 

== of ſome great and profitable 
employment, city, town , village, or Iſland ; 
L queſtion not but ye would prels hard to per- 


&' form 


". 
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commendation,of them,; that 


enemies 3 and thoſe he deſcribes firſt by: Yhilhr 


Thereward of the faithful. 


form the condition. For who would not ſet his 


Cottage on -fixc,that he might ever after live in 


A Palace, part with a team of horſes, to enjoy a 


Lordſhip, faſt two days, to fare ſumptuouſly 
all his life, for a while endure reproach , to 
acquire never dying honour, or a Jong ſickneſs, 
for a continuall health ? I have none of theſe, 
but as Peter and John gave the lame-man almes, 
Better and greater than Silver or gold, ſo do 1 
bring you, and every one of you better deeds 
and diſpoſitions, than theſe before mentioned 3 
better I ſay becauſe *tis infallibly true and ſure, 
being dictated by the Spirit,” and ſealed with 
the blood of the living God 3 Better becauſe of 
the greatneſs of the diſpoſition 3_it is not, a 
fimple employment.a City.a Town,a Village,an 
Iſland, but *tis that would be treaſon to defire 
here, *tis a Crown. Be thou faithful unto death, 


. and I will give the a Crown of life. | 


Theſe words area part of that Epiſtle written 
in Patmos by Tohn the Divine to the Church of 
Smyrna,ua which after he hath given account 


. of the author, deſcribing him by two grand 


Fpithets, Firlt and Laſt, that: is, withoutbegin- | 
ning withont end, and ſo eternal : He faith, 
Firſt, Thathe was riſen from the "dead; w! 


was dead and 15;alive, and {6 -m ore"1 »þ 7 


than any that could afligtchemy he Yortbots 

:heAkneW-\AnEir 
works, that js, all their ations in general; 4 
tribulation, payerty.their ſpirituall riches 


d py 
? d . 
"4 
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 hypocrifie, that: ſay they -are;. Jews 'and jar © © 
not. $ WE | 
Secondly, By their Impiety, that they are of * 
the ſynagogue of Satan ; that is, a company 
aſſembled, worſhipping and ſerving the Devil, 
by errors, and prophaneneſs 3 yet pretending, to 
be the holy people of God ; all this you .have 
V. 9. In the io wherein is my Text, he multers 
up fix arguments or conſiderations: by which 
they might be. encouraged againſt perſecu- 
tions, 4 
- * The farſt he takes from the author of them 
theDevil, who is the conſtant . enemy of mar 
and the author of all evill, and therefore they 
needed not be afraid ſince God was his oppoſite. 
The ſecond he takes from the nature of their 
afflicions, priſon, not death. 2 
- Thirdly, he-argues from the-extent,;that not 
all, but ſome ſhould be imyriſoned, behold the 
divell - ſhall - caſt ſome _ or, you -into priſon. 
Fourthly,, From the. intent of Ghriſt, in, 

and the event of them ( Tryal ) that ye may 
be tryed, « WON 77 Co POW 3s SIONS» | 
 Fifthly, From their Dyrations ,. but for a 
>: 2a ſpace, and ye ſhall ,have, tribulation, ten. 

ays. A, gs 
Sixthly, From Chriſt's pronuſe;-to conſtant 
faithfulneſs under them, in the words of my 
Text.Be thou faithful unto death, and I will;&c. F 
And thatafter generations might know- that 
* . his Epiſtle was not written-unto-. the Church 

_ of Smyrna alone, but to all that profeſs the name 

- 3 G 3 | ot 


N Tim.2» 
13 
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of Chriſt : he cloſeth it with this, he that hath 
ears to hear let him hear, what the Spirit ſaith 
wnto the Churebes.Who ſaith ? Chriſt, jk Spirit; 
to whom ? to all the Churches to the end of the 
world, and therefore he adds a generall promiſe ; 
he that overcometh, ſhall not be hurt of - the 
ſecond death. 
Now the words that Ihave read unto you 
contain ( briefly ) 

1. An exhortation, Be thou faithfull unto 
death , 

2, A promiſe: on their performance, Aud I 
will give thee,a Cown of life. 


For the better knowledge my what we arc 
to ſpeak, let us here clear the words. 


1. How this len faithfull is taken in 
Scripture. 
2. What is meant by being ſo to Death. 
3. Why Litecternal is called a Crown. 


This word Faithful firſt is referred to God, 


'and that imports God is true in that his word. 
"Thus you have itin 1 Foh.1.9. If we confeſs oter 


fins, he is faithful, GCC» 


Secondly. That he is true and conſtant in 


keeping and performing his pronife, If we 
+ +6; Dus yet he is faithfull, he carmmot deny 
himſclf, 
Thirdly,That he never faileth them that put 
their truſt in him 3 thus Peter, Wherefore [let 


them 
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them that ſuffer acording to the will of God, 1 Pet4+ 
committ the keeping of their ſouls to him, in '9' 
well doing, as unto a faithfull Creator. 

Or, Secondly, This word Faithful is referred 
to Chriſt. Wherefore it behoved him in all 
| things to be made like unto his brethren, that 
he might be a merciful, and faithful high Prieſt 
in things pertaining to God' to make re- 
conciliation for the fins of the people. 

Or, Thirdly, Itis referred to Gods word. Plal. 119. 
All thy commandements are faithfull. And he = TA” 
faid unto me all theſe things are true, and © 
faithfull. Or. 

Fourthly, It is referred to San and Moon. Pſal. 89- 
Te ſhall be eftabliſhed for ever as the Moon, and 37- 
as a faithful witneſs in Heaven ; yetin none of 
theſe ſenſes is it taken in my Text, but as it is 
referred to Man,and fignifies firmneſs, certainty, 
and conſtancy in the belief and confeſſion of 
the truth, and promiſes of Chriſt, without 
doubt or wavering ; and thus faith my Text, 

Be thou faithfl ; Thou, whoſoever thou be, of 
whatſoever rank or condition, be thou faithfull, 

that is , everi though thine enemies ſhotld 
threaten, yea, and take away thy life, yet be 
faithfull, for though there be three ſorts of 

death, natural ſpiritual, and eternal, one is paſt 

while thou art dead to fin, another thou canft 

not die, for Chriſt hath promiſed the contrary, 

It is onely the death of the Body, that is here - 
meant 3 and that is not to be feared 3 fear not Luke 12. 
bim, faith Chriſt, that can kz/! the body. Wm 


- 
"nt 
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Life.is called a Crown. 
Firſt, To ſhew that the Saints who lay down 
their lives for Chriſt ſhall not; loſe them ,- but 
exchange them for better. = 3c 
Secondly. It is called a Crown becauſe their 
glory, and Joy ſhall alwayes be in vigor, and 
*the ſpring. Now they do it to obtain a corru- 
x Cor. 9. Ptible Crown but we an incorruptible. 
25. ' Or, Thirdly Becauſe Crowns and garlands 
* were wont to be given in figne of victory , {o 
life eternal to thoſe who are faithfull to the 
Death. Or, | 
Fourthly, Becauſe nothing more glorious, 
nothing more pretious than a Crown, being of 
pure Gold, ſet. and indented - with precious 
ſtones, -{o of all- things the life of glory is moſt 
precious, but of. this afterwards. 
| The words thus opened, before we lay down . 
our Obſervations, let us take a view of the 
whole, which we may take to be,.as if the Son | 
of God, by his ſervant John had faid, Ye | 
Church of Smyrna, Miniſters, and people , ye | 
* acknowledge me to be true God, you doe well, 
for I was from all eternity 3 you. confeſs me 
the true Meſſiah that came to ſeek, and fave | 
] wasdead, and am alive, I dyed for their fins, 
and aroſe for their juſtification, Smyrna I know 
thee well, I amv Omniſcient ; thou art always 
in my ſight, and ſo are thine enemies too, that 
ſeek to draw the from the.:faith , yet though 
- thou hatt the de v to wreſtle with, the Priſon 


4 to 


the ftagefear not, but be faithful 3'go on happily 


as this haſt begun, and for thy encouragement 
know, that thou ſhalt not want a reward. I wit 


give thee a Crown of Life. Hence obſerve : 

That thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity, and 
confeſs the truth, muſt perſevere unto the end, 
or be conſtant. 

That thoſethat are faithfull to death ſhall | 
receive from Chriſt a Crown of Life. 

\ - That thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity: and 
confeſs the truth; muſt Perſevere to the end, is 
clear 3 not only from my Text, Be thou BY © 
znto death,” but elſewhere , ſo run( ſaith the 
Apoſtle ) "that ye may obtain. Look-upon che ,, 
begining of the verſe, and take it with you %s 
know yenot, that they that run in a xace, run 
all, but one receiveth the prize , ſo. run: &c. 
wet is as much indeed 25 if the Apoſile had ſaid. 
it will not be enough that ye ſtrip your ſelves, 
and enter the liſt of your Chriſtian race : Nay; 
nor will it be enough, if you run too, but if ye 
would have the prize, ye muſt takeall nes. 
that may help you firſt to the end of your courſe'3 
what greater argument for fidelity,and perſeve- 
rance ? Let ws bold faſt the profeſſion of our faith 
without wavering. Hold faſt that which thou haſt, _ 
that no man take thy Crown from thee. That is,per- þ 
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wheel, reachootioh ti be betnikiog NT we 


ſevere, be faithful,be conſtant to the end in that ey. 3. E. | 


dodtine thou haſt received and heard. leſt _ 
poſſeſſed with others that - are falſe, thou loſt 


heaven.and happineſs, To be bricf,Noah is chro- 
nicled 


need — Theropabofclefairful 


Fen-6. 9. micled for his fidelity, how comes Abraham tb 
have thoſe logs in Scripture. That in him all 

the Nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed, that 
Chriſt came of his ſeed, that his boſom is a 
receptacle of the glorified, that the faithfull are 

| faid to be his {ons 3 but by this,that he believed, 
Rom 4.13.and continued in that belief and' it was 
accounted to him for Righteouſneſs. Why is 

Foſeph ſo commended, but becauſe Potiphar's 

wives promiſes, profers, 'and allurements did 

not crack hiscredit and fidelity with his maker? 

| how can I do this great wickdneſs, and fin 
Gen.39- apainſt God? that is, I cannot do it, unleſs 
v,9- Chae faith with my beſt friend 3 what makes 
Moſer {6 renowned, even from the mouth of 

Chrift ? ye have Moſes and the prophets 3 but 

Exod.8. that he was faithful, and conſtant 3 he refuſed 
2 4. 1. ©Ofacrificein Egypt, or to leave an hoofe behind, 
26. ©” And becauſe he preferred the afflictions of the 
people of God, before che pleaſures of ſin for a 

{cafon, the reproaches of Chriſt greater riches 

than the treaſures of Egypt? How comes David 

ro be called « man after Gods own heart, the 

ſweer Pſalniſt or finger of Fſrael, but for his 
conſtancy. fidelity in: his youth ? when he was 

. . bur aboy,before thename of God be blaſphemed, 

1 Sam.17, he'l chrough himſelf into thehands of a monſter, 
322 and which he is come to more years, and 
- > Experience, hear himſelf : The proud have had 

: re greatly in derifion, yet have I not declined 
cjoqgp 119. from thy Law. Why was Nebemiab and Morde- 
K*1.4 21, ©4# honoured of God, but becauſe the one _ 
15 
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his Temple, the other reverenced' not Hove 
who reſolved to _ havock-of” the 
Why are the three children mentioned in wb! 
to Gods glory, and, their everlaftin honour, 
but . becauſe ffs were faithfull, they obeyed 
God rather thati rhan,'and would venture their 
| bodies with the extraordinary fire, rather chan 
bow one knee to the gol den Image ? What 
| need I add examples ? if we nay believe 
_ Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, and Scripture , may not 
Iraiahs Saw,Daniels Den, Fobn Baprifts head in 
a Charger, S:ephens bruiſed body,the Penman of 
our Text, his boyling Caldron of lead, the 
blood of Martyrs ancient and modern. Prove 
the truth of chis, Thar thoſs that profefs Chri- 


ſtianity muſt be Nontiht tothe end ? becauſe, 


Firſt, Without det, ricy we can 


-- 


| never attaineto our wiſh og me much we marth.24, 
may gather from that ora of our Saviour, but 13. 


he thatſhall endure ro the end the Tame ſhall 
be ſaved. Whence . by the rule of contraries 
I gather, that he chat endureth, not , cannot. 
Had Loj*s wife gone firaight forward with bo, 
huſband, ſhe nog have eſcaped the Judgmen 

of God, Jeans Biow back, is made a pl op 
Salt, Had the young | man d, 
Chriſt (Sell alt that ton Fe and give to the 
Poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſures in eavey) 
| and gone on as he ſaid he had begun, he would 


_ 19. 


_ IS, 


not have ,gone a ey eas Had the Matth. 25. 


fooliſh Virgins kept Oyl in their Lamps till 
the Bridegroom came, they had not been ſhut 
out from the wedding: what made Chritt _ 

that 


10s. 


| 
| 
| 
j 
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Matth. 13. 
ms 


flcb. 11. 6. 


Jar. 1.7- 


fins,with theother hand as their boſom- 
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that Parable concerning the ſeed ? but to fhew. 
that flaſhes of religion, 8 ſnatches at Chriſt,will 
not ſerve the turn ; whileas the hugg their 
ricnds, 

| Secondly.,, without fidelity, and conſtancy, 
thou canſt not pleaſe God 3, what canſt thou 
expedt whenthou goeſt to God, halting between 
two? if thou reſolveſt not, to cloſe with him, 
thy prayers are odious, thy good deeds, and 

beſt actions ſin,he cannot away with them 3 *tis 
like thou-thinkeſt if thou leaveſt thy heart in 


the devils hands, and go to God with a ſpell, 


thou mayeſt perchancehave a retum, but Saint 
James tells thee the contrary.. Let not: that 
man think that he ſhall receive any thing of the 
Lord ; the reaſon followeth, becauſe he asketh 
not in faith, but doubteth. | 
Thirdly, Reaſon and, equity prompts.us to 
fidelity, we have @ proverb-among us ( though 


| Gavouring nothing of , God  ) Fallere fallentem 


zon eft fraus, 


From whence by the rule of contra ries [ nos 


[ 


 -; Ton thus, if it be no deceit tg deceive the decei- 


ver, which Iknow to befalle, then it is deceit; 
and that great too, to deceive them that never 
deeeiv'd us 3 who are they among us that can, 
or dare ſtand up, and ſay. God hath been worſe 
than his word to them.,and therefore they rcje& 
him 3 I think there is none. Have we not. life, 


. breath, moving, and being from him ? doth he 


not protec, and defend us from infinite .acci- 
dents, and injurics?might he not have expelled 
| _ 
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us ini the Embrio, or ſmothered, us ere we came a 

to the birth, made” us monſters, or infected us, 
with ſome loathſom diſeaſe ? yet none of all 
theſe hath he done, but made us wonderfully, - 
and redeemed us graciouſly. 


But now I think by this time ( ſpeaking lo ObjeT. 
much of fidelity and conſtancy ) ſome napping 
ſouls begin to took about them, and cry out, 
to whom,and wherein would ye haveus faith- 


full ?' To the firſt I anſwer. 
1. To God. ve Anſw. 


2, To thers. 
3. To your own ſouls. 


To God Firſt.” In performing your promiſes, 
and'vowes made in baptiſm, in tine of diſtreſs 
inward or outward ; when we are ſick doe we 
not fay, if God will reſtore us to. out wonted 
health, we would be new men? when weare 
m want, it he *increaſe our ftore , we ſhould 
acknowledge him by ſhewing mercy. to the 
poor 3. when we” have any conflict in ſoul 3 
are we not ready to fay, Omy God, my Chriſt, 
my Redeemer,” I will flight 'all the riches, 
pleaſures and delights in the world. for one 
glympſe of thy bleſſed . countenance, ane , beam 
of the Sun of righteouſneſs, 'one ſecret whilp 
from thy holy Spirit to diſpell thoſe clouds . 
remove thoſe temptations, and'heale my ſul * 
Bat how theſe are performed, our w_ Con- 

ences 
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can beſt inform 3 onely take: from me what 
David faith, Whenn he ſlew them then the 
ſought him, and enquired carly after God, an 
they remembred that God was their rock, and 
the moſt high their rcdeemer, nevertheleſs they 
did but flatter him with their mouths, and 
lyed unto him with their 'tongues, for. their 
heart was pot right. - | 
Secondly, We muſt be faithfull to him in his 
worthip, neither adoring the unknown God, 
not ſerving the true after a falſe manner or 
for a wrong, end, we mult not ſeem religious 
for faſhion, oſtentation or gain ( as Iam atraid 
too many do ) but with ſincerity, and haly 
zeal performing our devotion, looking to him, 
who is inviſible, not for a houſe full of worldly 
goods, but a heart full of hegvenly grace. 
Thirdly, ye muſt be faithfull -to him: by 
endeavouring, what in you lyes, to promote 
in others his, and his Churches intereſt : it was 
Davids reſolution, when he ſaid, Come, and ſee 
what the Lord hath done tomy ſouland Chriſts 
advice to Peter, when thou art converted ſiren- 
ethen thy brethren, But now the caſe is altered, 
and Davids . praQtice, and Chriſts precept laid 
alide 3 he thinks himſelf the onely religious 
man.that is like the fire brands betwixt Samſans 
foxes tails, making the members of the Church 
turn back to. back, and ſay and back, Iam 
holier'than'thou 3 this cannot chuſe but make 
the Churches heart bleed to ſee her (elf {li 
under pretence of faithfullneſs, and: puxe love z 


for 


oy 


—_— 


— 
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Laodiceans lukewarmneſs 3 the Epicures ſoule 
take thine caſe, and the Phariſees long prayers 
are alike culpablez be then that will be faithful 
to God mutt pay his vowes, and not onely 
worſhip aright himſelf, but defire that others 
may doe ſo too, 

Secondly, As we muſt .be ſo to him, ſo to 
others, that is, we muſt behave our ſelves ſo in 
our particular callings 3 as that we may be 
beneficial to the publick 3 the Judge muſt jud 
rightcouſly, the Lawyer plead faithfully,the Me 
nitter preach impartially neither ſowing pillows 
under mens arms,nor breaking bruifed reeds,but 


ſaying to the righteous, It ſhall be well with you. 


In ſunm all ranks noble, and ignoble, from 
the crown to the Cottage, muſt contribute to 


one anqthers good. : 
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for the Ifraclites halting between. two, and the - 


faithfull to others, ſo muſt you be, Þ Jour OWD 16.91 © 


ſouls, by reſorting to the waters, to buy wine, 
and milk for them, that is, by. prayers, and true 
epentance ſeck for. thoſe graces of Gods ſpirit, 
which are as. neceſſary fox your. nouriſhment 
as common milk for your body 3 ſhe. would be 
thought a hard-hearted mother, that. would 
expoſe the fruit of her womb to pining, or pat 


it to acruel nurſe,that would deny it ſuſtenance 


let us not come under this cenſiire; fince God 
hath given an immortall ſoul that nwſt be 
—_—_ let us uſe all means for its nouriſh- 


tent, to have it fatt and flouriſhing. 
, Secondly, 


96 
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21y, Be faithful unto them, by letting them ſee 
with their own eyes, for they perceive but 


dimly, ( the viſive faculty being obſcured by 


fin ) that they are more capicious than to be 
filled with a thouſand worlds full, either of 
riches, honours , pleaſures , or preferments, 
there can be no” true fatiſfaction for them, but 
in him who is Lord of all ; letthem therefore, 
I fay,have their libertie,go not over their bellies, 
but follow. and affiſt them in that, which in. 
ſome meaſure they naturally deſire. 

Thirdly, Ye muſt be faithfull to them, in 
not bringing them into thoſe enormities and 
Premuniries, that will undoubtedly damn them, 
eſpecially thoſe of ſecurity, and preſumption 3 
fay not with the rich man,that thou haſt enough 
laid up for many years,nor with thoſe wretches 
that ſay though we add drunkenneſs to thirſt, 
yet we ſhall have peace; but be ingenious, tell 
them, that by reafon of the bodyes leproſie, 
they muſt goe to a phyſician 3 they are out of 
go ynt , thy mult go to a Boneſetter; they are 

lethorick, and ws. uſe Phlebotomy 3 hungry, 
and muſt be fed ; naked, and muſt be cloathed; 
Hlind, and muſt have eye-ſalve; z poor, and muſt 
have gold 3 and all theſe muſt be had by pro- 
feſing, and that conſtantly, and to death, the 
Doctrine of a-ſlain Chriſt, 
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Application; 
Ought all they that profeſs Chriſtianity, to 


be conſtant, and perſevere to the end ? Ther, | 
Man, whoſoever thou art, that art toſſed up 


and down with every wind of Dottrine, look 
to thy ſelf. thy condition is deplorable ; there 
is a promiſe made in my Text,but not to thee 3 


.Chriſt hath ſhed his Blood to waſh cenftant 
O_ but not one drop of it for thee, as 


Tong as thou art in this wavering condition : 


therefore if thou defireſt Heaven, a Crown 


* life, be faithful to death. 
' Agait, -Ought all that profeſs Chriſtiatnty 


to be conſtant ? Then let me exhort you that* 


call God Father, Chriſt Redeemer, and Holy - 
Ghoſt Sandifer, to continue your courſe, and 
not fall back. 


For preſſing this a little nearer, -1 ſhall lay ' 
down ſome Alhidnodhs to pexſwade you to this © 


duty. 
Secondly, DireRions to help you in it. 


Firſt, Conſtancy and Perſeverarice makes us 
like Chriſt : For he though carried to 'a Wil- ' 


derneſs, to a high Mountain,” to a pinacle of” 
the Temple by the Devil 3 though reviled, op- 
poſed, and at laſt ctucified, by t - Bloody ad 


cruel Fews, ſhrunk not in the leaſt from his 
everlaſting determination, till thatjoyful word” 


was uttered , Conſummatum eft : And if we. 
yould be like him, qa — 


Secondly, | 
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Secondly, Our conſtancy will weaken the 
foree. of our Enemy. Reſiſt the Devil, ſaith 
Fames, and he will flee from you. Duanto nos 
conſt antius &* fortius ſteterimus , ſaith -Origen, 
Hom.4. ſuper Exod.Cap.6. tanto infirmior,& in- 
validiar erit Pharaoh. The more ſixongly and 
conſtantly we ftand,the more weak is = 
but if we begin once to be weak and doubt- 
ful, the more ſtrong and powerful will the De- 
vil be againſt us,and he goes on. That is tru- 
ly fulfilled in us, which w_ gave in figure 3 
when he lifted up his hands, Iſrael prevailed 3 
when he was weary.and let them down, Ama- 
lek prevailed. So then let us lift up our hands. 
in the ſtrength of a crucified Chriſt, that he 


may increaſe ouf faith. 


my Wo 
bug, uglels ye 


_ Thirdly, Without conſtancy, *tis impoſſible 
to_ get that we' deſixe. Did predeſt, obſecro, 
faith Cyril in oh; lib. 6. cap. 1, What doth it 
profit, I pray, if after a hard conflict we fall 
to our Enemy ? What if we carry a Ship. fafe 
into the Indies, and ſuffer ſhipwrack before we 
retum ? What. if we begin "to-build! a Houſe, 


be of any. uſe to you, | Now if ye wauld be 


like 


fu. 
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like Chriſt, .if ye would overcome your Ene-+ *M 
mies, and. obtain what you delire, take theſe | 
DircQions : 

Firſt, Be diligent in the uſe of the Means, 
hearing of the Word , which begetteth Faith, 
and Faith conſtancy in Prayer, which joyneth 
thee and Chriſt together, bringeth down his 
ſirength from Heaven , in which thou maiſt 
ſtand ; receive the Sacraments, which are ſigns 
. of his Love, which will prove in all thy con» 
flits health to the Soul, and marrow to the 
Bones : But if we neglc& theſe or any of them. 
we may be ſure that that cloud will ſoon bring 
on us a ſhowr of ſin, | 

Secondly , If thou perceiveſt any ſpiritual 
weakneſs, if thou ſeeſt apy. appearance of breach 
in the walls of thy Soul, run to thy Captain; 
Jelus Chriſt; for new ſupplics of his divine 
Grace, and ſtrive to make thy paſſage ſure by 
fervent ſupplication, and deephumiliation. 
Thirdly, If thou wouldit be confiant, ſhun 
all occaſions of turning back, hypocrifie, ſel 
love, al pride, evil company, falſe Pro- 
phets: In ſum, ſhun all appearance of evil ; it 
the firange woman entice thee, conſtnt thou 
not.for ſhe ſecks to lull thee aſleep in her arms, 
cill a dart ſtrikes through thy Liver. © 

Fourthly, If thou would be conſiant, lec 
Heaven and Happineſs be the mark thou aimeſt 
at. And for this end conſider and imitate their 
ways, who now are ſafely at the end of their 
Journey, aud enjoy OF + 

2 . 
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miſe. . Foſeph's Chaſtity, Moſes's Zeal; David's 
Arithmetick, Solomon's Wiſdom, int perceiving 
the vanity of all things, yea Chrift and his 
Apoſtles, and all  the*Eonfeſfors and Martyrs, 
ever {ince,preach nothing to us more frequent- 
ly than conſtancy and perſeverance, and this 
was not by them, nor will be performed by us 
in vain for my Text faith, Thoſe that are 
faithful unto death, ſhall get from Chriſt a Crown 
of Life . 
Though Man be the beſt of ſublunary Ctea- 
tures, and therefore hath moſt reaſon to ſerve 
God, and yield obedience to his Commands, 
yet wickedneſs in the worſt breeds antipathy, 
and weakneſs in the beſt,inability to that which 
is good: corruption, is ſo ſtrong; in the firſt, 
that they will not receive, and ſo tenacious and 
remanent in thefe, that they can hardly retain 
truth in their minds, -or grace in their hearts. 
Therefore that God may be like himſelf, mer- 
ciful and gracious, he hath been pleaſed by his 
facred Amanuenſes, not only to enjoyr obedi- 
ence,but promiſe rewards. And amongſt thoſe 
many. chronicled in holy Writ, none more cf- 
fectual,, than that which concerns our ſelves, 
there being in us ſuch-a principle of (elf-love; : 
as puts us on ſeeking our own advantage and: 
of 'all thoſe which allure to the doing of duty, 
none equal to that Crown of Life which is pro- 
muſcd to and laid up for us. - Hard tasks have 
grcatencouragements, annexed by the wiſe di{- 
poſer of all things 3 as here, nothing —_ 
S1þVE r 
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hard to fleſi and blood than conſtancy, in the 
mmid(t of turious threats, bitter: baniſhmentsand 

cruel deaths : The. requital therefore iis Corte» 

ſpondent 3_that . which is moſt loved, Life 3 

that that is moſt deſired, a' happy end; and 

both here together, I will give thee a Crowis of 

Life z in which take notice of 


I.' The Benefit, The Grown p- Life.” ©. 
. 2, The Demiſe, 'Tus "_ 0} TOs 


3. The Giver, 1. 
4+» The Receiver, Thee, that is , every 
faithful Soul, | 1 if {> 4 FE. @ {o 2; L 


{- 


; Though the benefit be: the latin the ——_ 

yet will we begin with it.- |? Ts not baretEift, 

though. that;were ſufficient being in Heavety3 

but,”tis'a\Crown of Lite;j and-this, that-happy þ.- 

and gJorigus eſtate, :reſerved-for pure and. refi- * 

ned Souls in the other World... Life then it is 

called for; its.great worth 3-Njl-vitz dulcits; is. 

the language of univerſal-Natuxe.'!: Andas it-is 

molt _ ſo valued 3: honour , - xichcs, 

Pleaſure, lc ing, all vwill;be xeſigned fav it'3 

witneſs the Devil's expreſſion, a truth from 

the father of .lycs,' Skiri for 5kins yew all-that a Job 2-4. 

2 hath wall. the id Kew bis life. AWD ofan' ; Gen —_ 
xpoliulatan,” An ' Behold 1 am at Gen» 

the point ta, dis, dis,  -profh ſhall this-birw/+ 

right do tome. Life i is dehrable. then, apd here 

It 15, — Ea FAR ;and happyone, 

by SPI'S. :Thqngh tf the expreſſion he * 

H 3 po- 
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phorical, ( and alluding to watlike affairs, as 
nghting, running, and wreſtling, where the 
rs after their conqueſts were crowned with 
garlands, as a badge of honour and victory ) 
yet: becauſe ſuch ſuit beſt with our darkned in- 
tcllectuals, till death ſhall amplitis-our ſcience, 
and make thoſe truths obvious and cognoſci- 
ble,which while we are at ſuch a diſtance from 
Heaven, we can neither ſatisfactorily behold, 
nor fully expreſs ; we will therefore follow 
our Metaphor, and yet behold no other lines in 
the face of this life, but ſuch as are drawn by 
the Spirit of God in his own Book. Crowns 
(then you know ) are the greateſt tokens of 
power, majefty and honour, Sets the Chara- 
Aeriſticks of God's Vicegerents'upon Earth. 
This che: K Kingly- Prophet himſelf reckoneth 
Plal.21. 3o m—_—_—_— mgs3 For rhon preventeſt bim with 
the bleſſing of 


duſt and ſerteft a Crown 
ne rr bis bead So Heaven, or this Coen 
of Lite, is the bright ſeat, and perfe& confum- 
mation, of all-the joys, honours, and pleafures, 
of thoſe that are waſhed in the Blood of the Son 
———_ and - made Kings and Prieſts to him 
ſel £1 
Crowns beſide heir golden Wn, 
"have additional gems 'to make them more 
cious, - Well-tha-inty Heaven's Þlifs be c 
{o;fince it hath (6+ beyond all bo. 
mane eſtimacion; and thoſe either external, ac- 
crewing, to the-Body, or internal; "to both Bo- 
dy and Soul,” its that crkcſtial Habitacle of _ 
and 
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and themſelves : The firſt is ſpirituality 3 that 
corporal ſpecies which moſt reſernbles Spirits, 
is the more nobly to be eſteemed 3 but in Hea- 
ven we ſhall not only be ioxy1eAcs, as you 
have it, Mat.22. 30. but Phil, 3. 21. Or vile 
bodies ſhall be changed, and faſhioned like #itto 
Chriſt's gloriow Body. Grols matter hath many 
fieces, Bodics many defects, while Earth is ' 
predominant, which Heaven like a rare Chy- 
miſt either abſtraQs or tranſiniites 3 revireſcant 
omnia, no heart-pantings , no head-achings, 

gray haits, or wrinkled faces, trembling hands, 
or feeble legs, hollow eyes, nor toothlels jaws 
| but on the contrary, health without ficknels, 
youth without age, beauty without deformity, 
ſtrength without weakneſs, and.clearneſs of 
mf Muy to _ dimneſs. D . + 
in, As we ſhall be ſpiritualized, ſo dart 
fied. | Then thall we not need the Philoſoph&t's 
Window to diſtover our endleſs clarity, but 
ſhall be ſeen as we are, and ſee as we are ſeen 5 1 Cor. rg, 
no veiled face, nor hoodwinked undetftanding 12. 
in Heaven, for all, the very refuſe part of mgn, 
(the Body I mean) ſhall ſhine as the Sun : 
if that be too littleif you will bclieveSt.Autin, 
Haijns corperis claritas tantum Solem cls oo 
trum Sol inclaritatenoftrum corpus ecelit :, Lhat 
is, The brightneſ$ of a glorified body doth as 
- far excel the Sun, as.the Sun doth our oe) 
| body. To this we may add agility correipon- 
dent to our Angel-like Natures, which, as one 
Gith, ſhall be ſuch, 'as Ubi vwlt animus ibi pro- 
tinjs erit & corpus, H 4 Laſtly, 
P 
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| .  Laſily, Immortality. He that wifheth to hive 
for ever, now hath his delixe, Our Grandfa- 
ther 4dam could never boaſt of this priviledge; 
for though hg _had- Poſſe non mori, a poſſibility 
of not dying, yethad he not (though in Para- 
diſc) Non poſſe mori,an abſolute immunity from 
.- death : Reſervatzr hoc pro'patria, Heaven alone 
muſt immortalize us, then our mortal muſt put 
' on immortality, dying, once: we die no moxe, 
the line of our life ſhall run to eternity z O 
' glorious. Crown ! 

© Is this all ? No » Theſe are but the criſtal 
caſes of the more beloved pictures 3: the Soul's 
' glories mult” now be diſplayed 3 Knowledge is 
ſweet to the Soul, faith the Son of Wiſdom 3 

and here it ſhall be in the higheſt degree. As 
Firſt, That Knowledge; ſurpaſſing Know- 
ledge of ,God, 'and thoſe intricacies, dark and 
- obſcure, ſcarce cognoſcible to the Sophies of 
"the World, ſhall then be Vie Regie +, We ſhall 
"with: Moſes have 'our .faces unyeiled, when we 
- *come to this holy Hill 3 there we may behold 
* With open face; 'and have the full knowledge 
Bf the beatifick Viſion + then the Myſtery of the 
Tiimity,and Trinity in Unity, which the moſt 
Dacious and quick-fighted” mortals have loſt 
Hemſdves it), of at belt but begged the queſti- 
# 'on; th: Hypaſtatical and. Myſtical Union:ef Di- 
1 -vinity with Himaniity,” and all the other ſecrets 
4 'of Heaven, *conceming Creation and Provi- 
dence, with the nature and ;order of the wing- 
<t Hcralds, ſhall be written plaiir upon all gle- 
_' Few Mont Ee S9  Bhe ihed 
Mie. " 5 rihed 
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Tified underſtandings. And as the Knowled ge 
- will 'be great, ſo. the Concord; unutterable. 
Now no more: deſertions on God's- part,;;wb 
- frown, no threat, no gricf, nor complaint, .but 
all complacency, and never-fading love. ,- Him 
that overcometh, will 1 makg a Pillar inthe Temple Rer.3. 12. 
of my God, and be ſhall go no more out. . Then 
on our part : No more rcſiſting of the Spirit, 
remiſsneſs in duty, no luſting .of the Fleſh 


againſt the Spirit, and. the Spirit againſt the 
Fleſh, but is all {wallawed up m perte& obedi- . 
ence. Now, .and not till now, is that/bleſſed 
Contract ; And I will betroth thee, unto me for 
ever, yea T will betroth thee unto. me in knowledge, ©2196 
righteouſneſs and judgement.,and in loving kindneſs, 
; in. mercy. This Contract, I ay, IS COn- 
ſummate by ſuch an indifloluble;knot, that nes 
ther death, nor life, nor Angels, nor principal 
lities, nor powers,nor things preſent;nor things 
- tocome, nor heighth, Rey. nor. any othes 
creature, ſhall be. able to ſeparate from the fore- 
mentioned Bliſs. . Bnt-to ſam /up this, I have 
rather detracted from,than enhanced its worth, 
the tongues of men being not able to utter, 
what Angels do but pry into..;. I only add that | 
joy and pleaſure the royal Prophet ſpeaketh of, Pſal. 16. 12 
which is at God's right hand, . Abraham re. 
joyced to ſce Chriff's Day afar off Fobn Bap- 

tit ſprung in his Mother's womb at the. aps, 
| proach of hisSayiour, yet unborn. Old Sime+, 
or, that he had him in his arms, though in his, 
bumble and Clf-abaſing eſtate /;; How ,muchy 
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more reaſon ſhall the faithful have to rejoyce t6 
ſee him.not orily fir on his Father's right hand, 
bur to ſttdown with him ? And though 1 dare 
not with the Schoolmen, appropriate particular 
Glories to every ſenſe ;, as that Heaven, or this 
_ "Crown of Life, ſhall be to fight as a moſt clear 
glals, wherein it ſhall ſee him who is (to mor- 
tal eyes) inviſible ; a harp to the hearing, for 
thoſe melodijous ſounds of heavenly Hallelujahs, 
that (hall be there ſung without intermiſhon 3 
"a5 honey to the taſte, in reſpe& of the tree of 
life, that groweth in 'the mid of the Paradiſe 
of God, and the River, that proceedeth from 
under his Throne 3 as the moſt odoriferous ſpi- | 


ces to the ;for there is the adwticle 

E coonchan wet ſemellin myrrh 3 as ro- 

Cling tioths is there de- 

te: Yet _ avouch, That when 

—_— face to face, we: ſhall be fo taken 
wp with the co I dn em of _ 
glorious » ( in whole infmity all goods 
zre included and dilated ) as tumberteſs ages, 

which the joy of the beatifick Viſion abounds 

with, will ſcarce afford us leiſure for a diverſi- 
on to any other pleaſires, than thoſe ir (elf cre- 

_—— _ numerous $:rvy lars that 
we ere delure nothing Wwe have not, 

ankeſs it be more tongues to $a more praiſes, 

? Or at leaſt a capacity,to greater thanks 
FF for what we have, EE il ho not enough 3 Is 

| there joy in the fi ght og knowledge of friends? | 
Here It thall- be, if the genexal conſent of the 
. An- 


| miſed, and are to be ba nemFons: war 
 defire but wiſhes. And this for, the * Tenn 
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Of thoſe that are above us ? Then here it is, we 
ſhall be like the Angels in Heaven. Is there 
joy in converſing with them ? Surely this we 
{hall have, fince both they and we ſhall behold 
the divineMajeſty.I might run on in this ſtream, 
till I were breathleſs, and yet, like one of the 
Queen of Sheba's Informers, not tell the half 
of that which every faithful Soul ſhall find. 
And therefore thinking meditation and won- 
der to be the beſt Rhetorick for this Theam, I 
ſhall fum this Branch up with St. Auſtin, who 
faith, There the wiſdom of Solomon [hall be 
coun ted folly ;/ the beauty of Abſolom pag —al 
ty 3 the ſwiftneſs of Hazel ſlownds 


ſtrength of Sampſon weaknels ; the1 life yo 


Methuſelah pr S 7, ks Alex and 


doms, beggary ; the thing hath geo: 
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hoy 
 Agcients be valid. Is there joy in the likeneſs 


| Ceſer, their pomps, riches, porgnking 


Come I now to the Demiſe where it. is not 
ſaid, And thou ſhalt merit, but 7-will gar thee | 


the Crown of Life —_— 


If we expett any thing From God i dhe 
we mult acknowledge, that if his promile did, 
not, our afions pm. not, make it {, and. 
that to his Mercy we owe the. right, we ' have. 


to confide in his Juſtice, St. Paul, who ha- r Tim.4.8 


ving 
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> Pet. 1. 4» 


ving, fought a good fight, finiſhed his conrſe, 
and kept the fith, expected a Crown of Righ- 
teoufneſs from the Lord, under the notion of A 
righteous Judge 3_yet, tells us, That by 
we are yed, through faith, and not . 
ſelves, .it 1s the gift of. God, whoſe brag 
now they are made ours, allow us indced to 
expe Heaven from his Juſtice 3 but the ma- 
king of thoſe great and precious promiſes, (for 
ſo St. Peter calls them) muſt be acknowledged 
the pure effect of his free and undeſerved good- 
neſs, which to believe infinite, we need but 
- conſider the .diſproportion betwixt ſuch a re- 
comperice, as. eternal glory, and the leaft im- 
performances = ours, which, though. 
they needed not pardon,could not at lealt chal- 
lenge any reward from him, who is our Crca- 
tor, and hath ſuch a right'to exat of us what 
ſervice he' Pleaſeth, without propoſing any rc 
coripence, and that our exaQeſt obedicnce to 
all his commands, would yet leave us £0, conr 
fels onr- ſelves unprofitable * ſervants. What. 


Rem.6.23. more expreſs than ? The gift of God is cternal 


"br 


oe tbrough .Feſus Chrift our Lord :; Here St. 
zl inverteth the Antitheſis, having {: ſaid im- 
 mediately before; That the 3 Wages of. fin is degth; 
but now that eternal life is hot the wages of 
righteouſneſs, weeds the gift of God, whe 1 it 
ſeems” of ſer purpoſe, he poſe poſeth grace tg 
| Pages To Thew that it Vi in $10 excellept, 
ufileſs, it "be given Ooh, it cannot be 
- Of by" oli ohy oWwn' Ys 6-1 Thy Chriſt's 


own 


> 
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own word for all; Fear not IHittle' flock, 7 is 
your Father's good pleaſure +0 give you a Kingdom. 
How (ſweetly the Fathers have exprefled this 
Truth, heaf St. Arftin, Si homo mile annts fer- 
viret Deo ferventiſſime non mereretur ex condipno di- 


midium diet eſſe in regno calotum. St. Atttin ad Cap.1o0q, 


Laurent, A ſtipend, ſaith he, is payed in war- 
fare as a debt, and not given as a gift ; there- 
fore St. Paul ſaith, the fiipend of im'is death, 
to declare, that death is rendred unto fin, not 
without deſert, but as-due 3 but grace utilefs it 
be free is not grace : Wherefore as touching the 
good works of man, . foraſmuch as they are the 
gifts of God, in that unto them eternal lite 15 
tendred, it is grace for grace : By 'this, and 
other of his expreſſions, as: that in his 9th" 
Chap. ze gratia, & libero Arb. and in his 13th". 
Chap. de corruptione, & pratia, he gathers, that ' 
eternal life is therefore called grace, becauſe the 
works which go before it are given freely. ' St. 
Hilary on Pſal. 50. thus, My hope is in the. 
mercy of God for ever and ever ; for the works 
of righteouſneſs'are not fufficient unto the 'me- 
rit of perfet blefſedneſs. And Ferom. on Tſa. 
46, If we ſhould conſider our own merits, we 
ſhould deſpair. In fum, My Text faith, Þ is. 
| Now if any yet will tick for merit, let 
im work that God hath neither ' given him” 
power, nor will to do, 'what he is not bound. 
to do; that, that he may be profitable to him," 
from whom he expeQsrecompence, and equal 
to the reward which he looks for; i; 4 | 
E's | ct 
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let him be faithful unto death, that he may re- 
ceive gratis, A Crown of Life. 


About the third , The Donor, I need not 
ſtand long, ſeeing *is Chriſt the Rightcous, 
who cannot deceive 3 the Holy One of God, 
that cannot lye 3. the Advocate that | gags for 
our admifſion unto Heaven, and hath a thrce- 
fold Office of Prophet, Prieſt and King. The + 
firſt to reveal to; the ſecond toobtain for ; the 
third to confer on, faithful ones a Crown of 
_ z which is the laſt, The perſons gifted, 
T, 


Firſt, The Church of Smyrna 3 and with 
them all that hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs ; meditate on God's Law ; weep when 
others do not k It > long for Heaven, and 
perſevere to the end 3 running, fighting, wreſt- 
ling 3 finiſhing their courſe : ; working out their 
Salvation with fear and trembling 3 or in the 
words of my Text, ſuch as are ithful unto 
death, ng Chriſt will give a Crown of 


Life. 


aki now to oy: Is there a Crown of 
hy do we not believe it? 

*; darn it, w x & do we not prize it ? If 
we prize it, why do we not ſeck after it? It 
were not poſſible we could be ſo much in love 
with this Life, if we did believe chere were 


another 3. nor would we dote fo on Gule lacing 
paca- 


a 
—_—_— 


| 


pleaſures, and - poor lay Cottages, if we be- 
lieved there were Kingdoms and Crowns pre- 
pared for us. This Life we live is always pro-. 
vided for, as if it ſhould never end ; the.other 
as if it ſhould never begin 3 while as that ſhall 
end.this never. We ſe, faith St. A»ſtin, that 
the lovers of this preſent Life, uſe their ucmoſt 
care and coſt to preſerve it, and all they can do, 
is only zt differrent, non auferent mortem 3 and 
if men are ſolicitous wt aliquantum plus vivatur, 
quomodo agendum eft ut ſemper vivatur ? 

Again, Will Chriſt ur. 1 Crown of Life to 
the faithful ? Then let the memory of the pro- 
miſled reward keep us conftant in our duty. 
True fidelity or perſeverance i hardly obtain- 
ed ; but it 1s as true, that a Crown of Life is 
as advantageous. Videamus.laith St. Auſtin,quid 
promiſit.and as I began, not Silver,Gold. Houſes, 
Lands, or carthly Poſſeffions; and yet what 


. will not men do that they may gain ſuch ? And 


ſhall not a Crown of Life have ſtronger influ- 
ence ? Let,us conſider on the one hand, what 
we can probably gain, by being unfaithful, by 
falling away.and forſaking the Truth ? It may 
be riches, honour, favour ; but Chriſt being 


Judge, What ſhall it profit a man, if be gain the Mat. 16.26 


whole World, and loſe bis Soul ? Again, Conſt- 
der what we loſe, if we adhere to, and - 
vere in it ? It may be Houſes, Lands, Father 
Mother, Wife, Children 3 but a Crown of Life 
will make amends for all. Let us therefore 


imitate the Husbandman, whoſe toyl is fivane. 
n 
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The reward of the faithful. 


ned with the hopes of \ lentiful Harveſt ; the 


Merchant, that flights < e roughelt Seas, and 


moſt dangerous Rocks, , having an. eye to. the 
Indian Pearl. So I fay, Let us encourage our 
ſelves in the midf of difficulties, with the ſeri- 
ous thoughts of a Crown, and if we hold out 
to the end, we ſhall have Life that ſhall never 
end. Be thou faithful, CC. Amen. | 
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John 13. 24. 29 
Sir, we would ſee Feſws. oy 


(5 Need not ſtand to preface, or 
26] Bm demand your devout attention : 
PSq RAY ſince the very words ofmy Text 
C- _ bring to .your view that only 


® Loadſtone, by and to which all 
Chriſtian Souls ought to be attrafted. Unuſual 


Comets have their Admirers,the ſmalleſt things 
: that 
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. come to paſs when the cauſe is not known . 
wanteth not remembrancers; and what fame 
| | hath proclaimed rare (though really it be not 
| ſo ) hath Yts beholding proſelytes both far and 
| near 3 and ſhall not then that prodigie of love, 
worth,humility and humanity 3 God incarnate, 
or the man( rather Ggd, and man ) Chrift 
Jeſus draw our eyes to ſee, and our hearts to 
| defire, and Jong after him? ſeeing our Jeſus 
| then as he is, or atleaſt ought to be the end of 
mans deſires, ſo the words of my Text. Sir, 
wee would fee Jeſus. Who are theſe deſire to 
eee Jeſus ? is1t the high Prieſt ? no 3 1s it the 
Scribes and Phariſces-? no : were they in 
ſumme his own countrey men, and peculiar 
people the Jews? no, Who then ? they were 
Grecks, ſtrangers, or at belt but ſome of thoſe. 
Oni tabant in atrio gentium, they delire to.ſce 
him 3; but why now more than at another 
time ? becauſe his laſt miracle was freſh in their 
ears, and before their, eyes. The railing of 
dead ſtinking Lazars, as you may read Ch.1 1. 
I thall not intift to diſcuſs whether theſe Greeks 
came out of curioſity : but in charity ſhall take 
theſe words as if they had ſaid Sir no doubt 
your Maſter Jeſus, whom we are willing to 
adore, is the promiſed Meffab, for theſe mighty 
works can be done by none other, we pray you 
therefore fince we are not admitted as yet- to 
come nearer, but ſtand afar off, ſhew us, for we 
would willing fee him. Whence obſerve. 
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»T hat they ave not alwayes the beſt profeſs 
that make the greateſt ſhow. | | 

This 1s clear from the Text. Though the 
Jews nade greateſt preparations for, and kept 
the feaſt, yet none we hear of, that ſcek-to {ee 
Jeſus 3 but onely theſe Greek proſelytes : the 
Phariſee and the Publican carne to the Temple, 
the one ſtanding on his vindication the 
other acknowledging ſelf-guiltinefs ; he with a 
great ſhow, and many words 3 the other like 
himſelf; humble, and ſelfaccufing but which 
15 the better? conſult the Text verfe 14. 1 tel} 
you that this man went” away juſtihed rather 
than the other. Nay Chritis own words. are 
expreſs. Verily I ſay unto you that the Publicans, 
and Harlots ſhall enter "into the Kingdom © of 
Heaven before you 3 that is, Gods metey is at 
hand if they repent, and a repenting Hatlot is 
better than a profeiling Hyporrite : It is not 
every one that ſaith, Lord,Lord-: nor thofe that 
{ay we have prophetied inthy natne but fuch as 
do the will of the father, vitit the fick, teed the 
hungry, and cloath the nitked 3 there wete ter? 


15 


Luk. 18.9, 
TO,1 Io 


Mat.2143L 


Mat.7.2 Is 


Lepers cleanſed, Nine Jews,and one Samaritan - 


they no doubt made ſhew of Religion, and 
loved their country men, but he was hated of 


Luk.17.14 


them mortally, yet fee the end, None gives 


thanks but chis-ftranger 3: they all received the 
{ame mercy, yet all had not the fame hear. 
Aretius compares them fitly to an ingratetull 
man who while he is in mifery will crouch but 
as foon as he is recovered will prove the {aine 


as before, thoſe that profeſs moſt, have com- 
I 2 monly 


Verſe 18. 
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| monly ſome by end: it we ſpeak of the Jews, 
they pretended a carnal priviledge, We be 
Luk. 8. 33+ Abrahams ſeed, we were never in bond- 
Rom.g.6. age. But hear what Saint Paul faith. For 
they are not all Iſrael, that are of Iſrael. If 
we ſpeak of the Gentiles, then ſhall we find that 
Hypocrifie and preſumption are the two Maſter- 
wheels of their devotion 3 They are for doing 
Mat.6.5+ all for oftentation ; that they may be ſeen 
of men 3 whom Chriſt taxeth. Theſe 
thinking that it they once but fee Chrift in his 
ordinances reigning, and trampling all powers ' 
under his feet, that then they may lay hold of 
him there,never once conſidering that undoubted 
AR.14.22. truth, that they that would wear a crown of 
glory,muſt firſt bear a croſs of afflictions,for the 
Kingdom of Heaven fuffers violence, and they 

take it by force, 

Let us now make what hath been faid, our 
own,thus.are they not always the beft Chriſtians 
that make the greateſt ſhew? then what art thou 
O man, that haſt neither the ſhew nor powce 
of Religion. I know thou wilt ſay I am amanz 
and an honeſt man ; the world cannot lay 
any —_ to thy charge: *tis true thou art a man 
but a deformed one, were thy body like Ab- 

25- m.14. {oloms, that from the ſble of thy feet to the 

GS crown of thy head, there were no blemiſh, yet 
- thou haſt a loathſom , and foul ſoul within, 
1.1. thy whole head is fick, and thy whole heart 
faint. Thy ſoule with all his affections, that 

ought to be ſplendid, and glorious being the 


Image 
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Image of the inviſible Deity is blacker than a cole. 
Look on thy heart, and conſider what uſe it 
was made for,was it not to be the Spirits recep- 
tacle, is He there thinkelt thou ? no, ne, God 
is not in all his thoughts, nay he cannot be 
there; for there is no concord betwixt Chriſt 
and Belial, whar then ? a den of thieves the 
devil with his blackeſt machinations, and this 
thou maylt ſee, if thou look but on its facul- 
ties; thy will, was it not given thee for this end, 
that it might run in a ſtraight line with Gods 
commandements ? but alas ! ſee how it is de- 
generate from its firſt conſtitution;and rectitude; 
and hath found out to it (df many inventions, 


that there is no place left forGods Precepts:look 


on thy affeQions, were they not ordained to 
dart themſelves out with dire& beams towards 
their Creator, and be fully fatiate with: and 
wholy abſorpt in him ? but ſee how farrit is 
otherways 3 they never caſt a glance at Heaven, 
unleſs it be over the ſhoulder, nor will not do 
as long as there is alying, and murdering Devil 
ready, to gloſs the world fo, or at leaſt to ſhew 
it ſo by a falſe Optick.as if Heaven conld neither 
match it in beauty, profit, or pleaſure. Behold 
thy Memory, 8 hadit thou not it to remember 
God's goodneſs, and thy own duty? that in 
thy wonderful making, and preſervation 3 this 
to teach thae on whom thou dependeſt.and ſet 
all the reſt at work to be-thankfull , but. how 
farr it deviats experience tells us, for unleſs the 
pins of thy clay Tabernacle ſhake,or the painted 
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I 3 devils 
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devils of luſt, and plcaſure fail thee , thou 
never thinkelt of any ſupreme power.and as for 
thy {clf, that is utterly forgotten : David's has 
ping in iniquity,and conceiving, in in, are quite 
cancelled, thy obſcene formation.and loathſlome 
birth, {weating, and wrinkle-browed life, are 


| buried in oblivion 3 thou remembreſt nothing 


i 


( 


but Chima:ra's, as_that thou art hewn out of 
rocks of Diamonds, and canſt be fubje&t to no 
corruption, but being invcloped with this na- 
tura} Canopy of Heaven, and placed in a Para- 
diſe of Earth, as'thou fuppoſeki it to be, thou 
{halt cternize thy teigned worth. But look to 
thy {clf.in time : Abſolow's fair Face was hang- 
ed in an-Qak 3 and Alexander,the World's be- 
loved,:igave his Body to Worms..'.In ſhort, 
Hadi thou all the Accomplithments the Devil 
can: promiſe, the World, and thy own Fleſh 
aflord,. and wanteli Religion, the true fear of 
God,ant a due eſteem of thine own Soul, thou 
art the loathfomcſt of all creatures, an everlaſt- 
ivg cnemy to God, and priſoner to. the Devil. 
Gct holmcſs then, and:thou ſhalt have all thou 
thunkefiithou hatt,. 00 
. Secondly, Are #hey- not the beſt Profeſſors that 
wake the greateſt ſhow ? Then Hypocrite come 
thou. upon the Rage,and hear thy doom. Coun» 
terfeit holineſs is a double ungodlineſs ; if it be 
a good thing to be good indeed, then what 
reaton. haſt thou to appear to be what thou 
wouldft not ? And if it be an evil thing to be 
evil, why wilt thou be that thou wouldit not 
{cem 
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ſeem to be?Thou art fitly compared to a Peach, 
that hath a ſoft outſide, bur a rugged ſtone 
.within 3 thou maiſt eaſily deceive thy (elf and 
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others, but God thou canſt not deceive; nay, 


as long as thou goeſt no further than leaves, 
thou art worſe than the other, I mean, him 
that profeſſeth nothing. Becauſe 

Firſt, Thou finneſt againſt thy own Conſci- 
ence, knowing that the {ound of thy long pray- 
ers, will but lull the widow aſleep, till thou 
haft devoured her houſe; and fo while thou 
doſt thus, thou mak*{t thy (elf incapable of re- 
ceiving thoſe graces, that indeed thou never 
expectecſt, 

Secondly,” Thou art worſe* than- the other, 
becauſe thou carrieſt it ſo with men, that they 


think thou art as: good -as the belt, and fo 


keep'lt thy ſelf from thoſe pinching reproots, . 


_ of 
. 


Thirdly, Thou eafeſt thy own back: of all 
burdens, and caſts them on - others. See the 
tory cf the Phariſte and Publican afore-cited. 
But what gaineſt thou by all this? .. 0 

Hear 3 Firſt; Thou clappK 'thy head on the 
pillow of ſecurity, crowngg it with theſe for- 
mal Laurels; and fo ſleepeft till * be ſurround- 


ed with everlaſting flames, This was the fool- 


and piercing admonitions, that ate the ordina- | 
ry means uſed by the Almighty for converting 
'of open ſinners. | | 


Hh Virgins caſes, They had lamps,but nor oyb 4 x2. +. 


and ſte what follows, They were not ſuffered 


to enter in-with the Bridegroom, © « 


I 4 Secondly, 
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Secondly, By this thou gathereſt all thy For- 
ces, to oppoſe fincerity in others as well as thy 
ſelf. Thus did the Phariſees when they came 
to Chriſt, tempting him 3 and the language of 
tieir hearts no doubt was this, What ? can the 

C rpenter's Son have more ſincerity than we ? 
Whence hath he theſe things ? 

. Thirdly, Thou gaineſt a gall'd Conſcience, 
canſt nat hear of thy faults 3 if the Meſſenger 
of God reproves thee, thou ſpurneſt, Am not 
I holier than he? and ſo contemneſt both his 
perſon and meſſage. Thus you (ce the ill of it. 

Now let me enter into thy beſome, to ſhew 
thee there, that thou knoweſt too well already, 

272, the Cauſes of Hypocrifie, which if thou 
takcſt away it will ceaſe, and thou then indeed 
wilt be what thou ſcemeſt. The firſt of which 
is, 

That when thop compareſt thy ſelf, and thy 
outward ſhows with any, it is always with the 
Worſt, Lord, I am not like this man, though 
qndecd if 'thou remembreſt what hath been 
{aid, thou art a great deal worſe 3 for he puts 
no. impediment in the way of means, thou 

olt. 

Secondly. The Calumnies that are laid on 
God's Children: by the World, make thee thus 
remporize. ' They cannot run one hour to the 
Cloſet, and another to their laſts, honours,and 
preferments, witneſs Daniel ; but thou with 
every wind and company canſt change thy face 
and heart, and fo getteſt love of all z while as 

— | Truth 
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Truth it {elf faith, 1Yo unto you when all fpeak Luke 6.26, 


well of you, for ſo did your fathers to the falſe 
Prophets. 

Thirdly, Plenty.and ſucceſs in worldly mat- 
ters. As long as I amthus and thus, ſaith the 
Hypocrite, I will not alter my Principles 3 I 
care not for that ſtrictneſs that propoſes baniſh- 
ment, impriſonment, an hungry belly, and a 
bare back, yea and ſometimes fire and ſword, 
ſurely God loves me more than theſe, elſe I 
ſhould not have ſo great plenty 3 I can pray. 
with a chearful and laughing countenance, if 
I will, (but my way bids me disfhgure my face) 
while they have their cheeks blubbered with 
tears 3 I can fall down before the Image that 
Nebuchadnezzar ſets up, and dine plentifully, 
while Daniel is confined to his Chamber, and 
dare not taſte of the portion from the King's 
Table. It is true, all theſe thou canſt do, all 
theſe thou doſt z but behold the end ; ſiollen 
waters are ſweet, but afterwards bitter ; thy 
portion is in thy hand; ſhews in promiſe : 
They are baniſhed, *tis true; but whither ? Is 
it not from ſinful} and Soul-corrupting Earth, 
to the Empereal Heaven? They are hungry, 
and naked, but beſt fed, and cloathed, having 
the Fleſh, and Blood, and righteous Robes of 
Chriſt, for their nouriſhment and cloathing : 
Thecu ſay'ft Gad loves thee, nay,but he rather 
hates, giving thoſe things,as he did the Quails 
in the Wilderneſs, but with a ſevere curſe ; 
Thou canſt feed heartily, while Danzel dare raj 
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touch 3 but remember, that he cicapes free, 
when his accuſcrs are ſwallowed up by the 
hungry Lions. | 
A fourth Cauſe of Hypocrifie is ſtinting and - 
ſtraitning of God's Juſtice, and ſtretching of 
his Mercy beyond his Promiſcs in Scripture. 
God is merciful, and gracious, long-{uftering, 
and hath promiſed to receive, and acccpt of 
weak endeavours : Shall not I expc&t to be 
heard, that do 'pray three times a day, and 
that alqud too, that others may hear, and imi- 
tate, or elſe admire ? It is true, God is merg 
ful, &c. but to whom ? Not to ſuch hollow- 
hearted, and double-tongaed wretches as thou 
art 3 he hath promiſed to recave, and accept 
weak endeavours, but whoſe ?. Not thine 5 
for thou endeavoureli to make him ſuch a ohne 
as thy tf; but of thoſe that groan under the 
burden of their fins, and have their Conſcien- 
ces quick-fighted,to ſee the Judgement of God 
afar off. - To theſe, and thefe only, is God 
merciful, ' But*/--- Yu 11 01 ern etog 
Fifthly, The death of other men is a great 
cauſe, whence he ſaith, O what a dry-hearted 
man was this ? He could not 'utter one word 
zt his- death, while I could have winded my 
telf with my expoſtulations into the arms-of 
my Saviour, and boſome of Abraham ; ſure 
muſt do a great deal better than this man; if 
he be fired! undoubtedly I muſt. Judge nor, 
judge not, Hypocrite, for without repentance 
thou mult be judged : What if he could not 
, {ay 
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fay a word, had he not a Soul as well as thou ? 
Might not his better part be active while the 
other decayed ? Are not ſighs and groans more. 
acceptable than much babling ? Is it not the 
heart that God requires ? It is like that as he 
ſounded not a Trumpet when he gave his alms, 
nor {pake aloud when he praycd, fo he reſolv- 
cd with the like filence to receive his reward. 
Thou couldſt have expoſtulated.and what then? 
Blown thy- {elf into - Hell with thine own 
breath, like thoſe who ſhall receive a Depart, Mat.7. 22- 
T never knew you. If he be ſaved, ſure thou 
muſt 3 it follows not 3 the rich man in the 
Goſpel was as confident, as he fate in flate, 
and Lazarus on the dunghil 3 but how much 
he was deceived, you may read. Take wamn- 
ing then by others harms. 4.'f 

But now by: this time you' are perfwaded. 
thele are the Cauſes. You may delire now to 
know more narrowly. As 

Firſt, By the Signs of it in general 3 and 
then in particular, whether you be fo or no. 

Firſt then, If you would know an Hypocrite, 
*tis he that ſets more by the glory of the 
World.and cficem.of men, than God's favour, 
and his regard of him, See for thisa'/pregnant | . _ _ 
place 3 Sax being rejeed of the Ford, verſe ,g, © 
23. careth not fo much tor that, as that he 
ſhould not be honouxed before the people 3 Tet 
honour me now... as if he had ſaid, Though I am 
forſaken of God, yet let not my people know 
ſo much : And this is the tune of every Hypo- 

crite, 
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crite, Though I know my ſervice pleaſeth not 
God, yet I am ſure it pleaſeth men, and that is 


. all 1 detire. 


Rev.2. IO» 


Secondly, He is nice in ſmall matters, but 
when he comes to the greater, he ſticks not. 
A Papiſt will not eat fleſh on Fridays, but 
thinks. it no ſin to break the Sabbath. The 
Fews will not put the price of Blood into the 
Treaſury, yet will hire a Traitor to betray his 
Maſter. Theſe are his general Marks ; now if 
ye would know whether you be ſo or no, take 
theſe : 

Firſt, Do ye in all things ſeek to have the 
teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and to pleaſe 
God ? It ſo, then you are none. 

Secondly, Are ye ready to ſubmit to God's 
Will againſt reaſon with Abrabam, and hate 
all fin as well in your ſelves as others ? 

Fhirdly,Do you acknowledge your own un- 
worthineſs, that if ye have any good thing of 
God it 1s gratis ? 

Fourthly, Are ye confident in a good Cauſe; 
when your Conſcience back*t with God*sWord.,' 
tcls you, that you are to do fo, and fo, will 
you do it ? Laying aſide all ſelf-intereſt, do ye 
relolve to continue God's Servants without 
fainting, or wearying unto the end ? If you 
do {o, then may ye aſſure your ſelves of the ful- 
filling of that promiſe, Be thou faithful,&c. 

This for the fixſt Obſeryation, 


Str, 
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Sir, we would ſee Teſs: 


From the firſt word (Sr) I gather, that 
they that are or delire to be Religious, will al- 
ways be civil. This is clear from my Text, 
Sir, GC. 

Though Philip before his calling to the Apos 
ſtlethip was but a poor Fiſherman, yet when 
they ſaw that he could help them to a fight 'of 
Chriſi.,they ſpake reverently, Sir. Mary Mag- Joh-20-15. 
dalen when ſhe faw Chriſt the ſuppoſed Gardi- 
ner, ſhe gave him the ſame compellation, Sir, 
if thou haſt taken him away, tell me where tho 
haſt laid him \ Facit iſtud (faith Aretius on the 
place) ad benevolentiam, ut corpus ab eo facilius 
| impetret : That is, She doth this, to procure 
| his good will, that ſhe might with leſs trouble 

get his Body : Appellabat Dominum cujus ancil- 

la non erat ( (aith St. Auſtin ) tt per enum perve- 
niret ad Dominum cujus erat : That is, She calls 
him Sir, or Lord, whoſe handmaid ſhe was not, 
that by his means ſhe might come to him 
whoſe ſhe. was. She meant otherways, faith 
he, when ſhe faith, They have taken away my 

Lord, than when ſhe ſaid, Sir, if thou baſt born 
 bim hence 3 and he ſubjoyns the reaſon, Nane 

& Propbete appellarunt Dominos eos qui homines 

erant, ſed aliter de quo ſcriptum eft Dominus no- 

men ei, Civility hath never been wanting in 
all Ages in the godly, even when they had to 
+ - deal with Heathens ; but how much _ 
when 
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1 Sam. 29. 
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it Pet. 3.3. 


Jeſus the deſired Objeft. 
when with thoſe that worſhipped the truc 
God ? To Heathens : And Abraham ſtood up, 
and bowed himſelf to the people of the Land, even 
to the Children of Heth. St.Paul, though Feſtus 
was his Enemy, giveth him the title of moſt 
Noble. And as for the courtchie and civility 
of the Children of God, to thoſe that profeſs 
the {ame Faith, it is moſt clear : David bowed 
himſelf to Fonathan, Mephiboſheth to David. In 
ſum 3 for I need not inſtance, all God's peo- 
ple, as occation ſerved, were always courteous. 
And that 

Firſt, Becauſe it is enjoyned as a vertue: Be 
pitiful, be comrteous.. 

Secondly. Becauſe in this they reſemble their 
Maſter, that was meek and lowly, and gave 
every man his due, - 

Thirdly, Becauſe that Chriſtian policy re- 
quires it, being commanded to be wile as Ser- 
pents, and innocent as Doves, that they may 
gam others 3 becoming,with St. Paxl.all things 
to all men. | 

Fourthly, Becauſe it mitigates the rudenefs 
of thoſe that are not of the ſame profeſſion, 
and conduces more to the gaining of their de- 
fires, as you ſee in my Text, and the Scripture 


atore-cited. 


Is civility then or courtefre always joyned 
with true godlineſs, and a duty commanded ? 


Then what may we fay of thoſe that make no 


diltinction, but in a rude and ruftick —_— 
ruſh 


—* Ss. 09> 


— Ai i 


Jeſus the deſired Obje.- 
ruſh into all-places, and unto all perſons alike ? 
Surely this, that their profeifion is like them- 
{clves, both vain and fooliſh. 

Secondly, Let us try by this whether we 
have a defire to ſee or ſerve Jeſus, or no 3 for 
if we be courteous to thoſe that can help us to 
a fight of him, 1t is a ſign we think to obtain 
what we dclirc, 


Jul 
Fe would ſce Teſts. Hence obſerve, 


| Thoſe that know Chriſt in any meaſure, will 
earnejtly defire to foe him more fully. 


Theſe Grecks had heard great things that 
had been prophiclicd of him, and ſeen ſuch 
done by him.and therctore they would ſce him. 
The very Name of Chriſt hath this attractive 
power. What was it that David panted after, 
as the Hart efter the water-brooks ? Surely a 
ſight and fruition of Jeſus, as ye may ſee in the 
ncxt Verſe, My Sowl thirſteth for God, for the 
living God, when ſhall T come and appear before 
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him £ What bcauty was that he ſo much long- Pal.274- 


ed to ſee, but the delight and ſoul-raviſhing 
complacency he had in ſeeing of Chriſt ? Were 
there no other inftance, St Pauls Cupio diſſolve 
were enough : He had ſeen him in lightning, 
and afterward in his blefſed and. efficacious act- 
ings on his Soul ; yet this will not fatishe, he 
dcelires to be with him the World which 1s 
the Devil's Pump, and the Soul's Bane, cannot 


allure 
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breathleſs, particulars of this nature being al 


Jeſus the deſired Objef. 
allure him, bat he will count all things loſs 
and dung fot one fight of hini. What made 
Abraham rejoyce to (ce his day,but the thoughts 
of thoſe Promiſes he knew would be fulhlled ? 
Henee ſaith Calvin upon the place, Cum adhuc 
tam obſcura eſſet Chriſti cognitio, tanto ejus deſt- 
derio accenſiis futit Abraham, ut ejus fruitionem 
bonis omnibus preferet : That is, When as yet 
there was ſo obſcure a knowledge of him, 4bra- 
ham was inflamed with fuch a deſire, that he 
preferred the enjoyment of him to all things 
whatſoever. > What made the Wornan of Sa- 
maria to go back her ſelf, and call her Neigh- 
bours to ſee. but that before the had found ſome 
extraordinary thing in him ? Is not this the 
Chriſt ? Was it not the ſame reaſon that made 
the Children of God in all Ages, ſuffer their 
afflictions patiently, ſubmitting to the ſtroaks 
of their Murderers. Moſes choſe rather to en- 
dure affliction with the people of God, than 
the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon 3 and eſteemed 
the reproach of Chriſt greater riches, than the 
treaſures in Egypt, for he had reſpe& to the 
recompence of reward ; and what was that,but 
a ſaving ſight of his and bur Saviour Feſws ? 
Stephen endured death patiently, becauſe he 
ſaw Feſus ſtanding on the right hand of God, 
and expected ſhortly after, not only to ſee, but 
enjoy him there. And this made all the Mar- 
tyrs ſo unanimouſly lay down their lives, - +4 

I might run on in this ſtrain till I: were 


molt 
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moſt infinite 3 but becauſe I. will not detain 
you from a fight of him, I ſhall make Appli- 


cation, 


Do they that know Chriſt in ſome meaſure, 
deſire to ſee him more fully ? Then let me ex- 
hort you, as you love your own Souls, ( ſince 
your Chriſtian profeſhon makes ' me apt. to be- 
lieve that you have ſeen him ) that ' you will 
{cck for a more full view of him, 


But it is like you will ſay, Hom can we ſee Objed, 
Feſus ? He is in Heaven, and we on Earth bis 
Body is glorified, our eyes are dim, and at beſt we 
can but ſee through a glaſs. = 


It is true 3 but that glaſs is ſo bright, that Aſo, 
| beholding him rightly there, you fhall at laſt 
{ce him face to face. ; 


Look upon him then in» the glaſs of his 
Types that prefigured him 3 as Abel, Iſaac, the 

| burning Buſh, Aaron's Rod, the brazen Serpent, 
and many others recorded in Scripture. Look 

| on him in his Names 3 Wonderful . Counſellor, 
Prince of Peace, Shiloh, the rod and ſtem of Feſſe, 
| Emanuel, Feſus,and many others. In his Works, 
' Not only of Creation and Providence, as he is 
God, but Rgdemption, as he is Ozexvbpwme. 
In the glaſs of his Offices, as he is King, Prieſt, 
and Prophet : King, to rule by his Word and 
Spirit m this World, and his glorious Preſence 
| K in 
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po feſutthe deſired Objeft. | 
in that to come : As a Prieſt; in 'that he once 
offered up himſelf a propitiatory Sacrifice, and 
now abides for eyer to make interceſſion for 
us : As a Prophet, revealing himſelf, and that 
; Safvation wrought for 'us in his bleffſed Word, 
Having, I ſay, thus feen him,and making good 
uſe of all thefe, we may ſay, not as the Greeks, 
Sir, we wonld ſee ; but, Sir, we have ſeen Fe- 
Foes - Which bleffed fight in Glory we detire 
to {te 3; and for the expeftation of which, we 
aſcribe to the Object ( as due is ) eternal 


praife. Amen, 
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